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The purpose of this booklet is
to help you to select the most
appropriate course of study.

Ready for the
challenges of
tomorrow

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
As you enter the senior school, it is important that you consider carefully the
courses that are going to enable you to achieve your goals at high school.
Buller High School offers a wide range of amazing opportunities for you to
study towards:
➢
➢
➢
➢

The National Certificate in Educational Achievement (NCEA)
Industry qualifications
Polytechnic courses
University papers

Please take the time to read through this booklet to discover the educational opportunities
available to you.
You may be undecided about a future career, and even if you have decided, you may
change your mind several times in the next few years. This makes it particularly important for
you to know the requirements for different types of careers, and keep your options open
enough to accommodate change.
There are many people who can assist you in making sound choices and choosing sensible
pathways which will lead you towards career and life goals. They include:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Your family
Careers team
Pathways Department
Deans
Heads of Department
Subject teachers
House teacher
Gateway Co-ordinator

Over the next few weeks, you need to think about your future direction, consult your Career
and Learning Plan, and ensure that your subject choices are aligned to the type of work you
want to do in the future and the kinds of activities you enjoy. It is important that you have a
strong base in Literacy and Numeracy skills and this is reflected in the requirements for NCEA
achievement.
Our school mission is that all our students are “ready for the challenges of tomorrow”. The
selection of appropriate courses in the senior school plays a vital part in this preparation.
Kind regards

Andrew Basher
Principal
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YOUR GUIDE TO NCEA
➢ How many credits do you need to pass NCEA?
➢ How can you achieve Merit or Excellence endorsement?
NCEA Certificates and credits required to pass …

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2

80 credits
at any level
INCLUDING

LEVEL 3
60 credits
at Level 2
or above

80 credits
at Level 2
or above

OR

PLUS

20 credits
at Level 1

10 literacy
and
10 numeracy
credits

80 credits
at Level 3
or above

60 credits
at Level 3
or above
OR

PLUS

20 credits
at Level 2

Note: To achieve Level 2 or 3, Literacy and Numeracy at Level 1 must have been achieved

+ Certificate Endorsement

+ Course Endorsement

• If a student gains 50 credits at
Excellence, their NCEA
certificate will be endorsed
with Excellence.

• Course endorsement provides
recognition for a student who
has performed exceptionally
well in an individual subject.

• Likewise, if a student gains 50
credits at Merit, their NCEA is
Merit.

• Students will gain an
endorsement for a course if, in
a single school year, they
achieve:

• Credits earned can count
towards an endorsement
over more than one year and
more than one level.
However, they must be
gained at the level of the
certificate or above.
e.g. Level 2 credits will count
towards endorsement of
Level 1 NCEA but Level 1
credits will not count towards
endorsement of Level 2
NCEA.

-

14 or more credits at Merit
or Excellence, and
At least 3 of the credits
are from externally
assessed standards and 3
from internally assessed
standards.
Note: this does not apply
to Physical Education and
Level 3 Visual Arts.

• The Record of Achievement
shows the endorsement
awards.

+ Scholarship
• Scholarship is an extra
monetary award available
to students who are high
achievers in a Year 13
subject.
• Assessment is by way of an
extra exam, or submission of
work, usually in advance of
Excellence at Level 3.
• It does not attract credits or
contribute towards a
qualification, but the fact
that a student has gained a
Scholarship appears on the
Record of Achievement.
• Scholarship examinations
enable students to be
assessed against challenging
standards, and are
demanding for the most
able students.
• Subjects that offer
Scholarship are labelled:
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VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS
Do you want to achieve Level 2 NCEA and develop pathways that
progress to further study, training and employment?
Achieving NCEA Level 2 is the foundation for success in further education and the world of
work.
The Vocational Pathways provides a framework for you to show how your learning and
achievement is valued in the workplace.

The six Vocational Pathways are:
•

Primary Industries

•

Services Industries

•

Social and Community Services

•

Manufacturing and Technology

•

Construction and Infrastructure

•

Creative Industries

Level 2 Vocational Pathways Award
This is a real advantage when looking for work and training opportunities in the sector.

Find more information at www.youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways
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GAINING UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE
This is the minimum requirement to attend a New Zealand university.
To be awarded UE you will require all of the following:

1
NCEA
LEVEL 3
60 credits
at Level 3
or above
+
20 credits
at Level 2

+2
+3

At least 3 UE
approved
subjects. In
each subject
you must gain
at least 14
credits

OR

+4

UE Literacy

UE Numeracy

10 credits
at Level 2
or above,
made up of
credits as
follows:

10 credits
in numeracy
at Level 1
or above

- 5 reading
- 5 writing

80 credits
at Level 3
or above

• Level 3 subjects with this label have the full 14+ UE approved credits.
• You will need a total of three of these circles to gain UE.
• Other subjects may offer some UE approved subjects, but not the full
14 required, so you must select the right combination of subjects to ensure you get
the full amount.
• Once you have met the requirements for University Entrance, it will appear on your

Record of Achievement.

Abbreviations:
AS

Achievement Standard

US

Unit Standard

NZC

New Zealand Certificate (e.g. NZ Certificate in Computing)

NCEA

National Certificate in Educational Achievement

NQF

National Qualifications Framework
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CHOOSING YOUR STUDY PATHWAY
What are your study requirements and what courses will suit you best?
There are a number of requirements for your learning programme that need to be met.

What year level are you entering next year?
Year 11

Year 12

English

6 subjects

Maths

English is highly
recommended.

Science Subject
+

Year 13-15
6 subjects
(one of which may be
study; some students
may opt for 6 subjects)

(one of which may be
study; some students
may opt for 6 subjects)

Some courses at this level
are designed to prepare
you for tertiary study.
See previous page for
UE requirements

Example of a
Level 1 course:

Example of a
Level 2 course:

Example of a
Level 3 course:

English
Maths
Physical Sciences
Digital Technology
Graphics
Hospitality

English
Digital Technology
Performing Arts
P.E.
Graphics
History

History
Visual Arts
Biology
Digital Technology
Graphics
Study

3 other subjects
in Level 1

NOTE: Compulsory subjects are in bold
Multi Level Study:
•

As you progress through school, you may find subjects you wish to do are spread across all three
levels. Students are able to select from different levels to develop a multi-level course.

•

Students who wish to spend a longer period preparing for leaving school, or Tertiary study, should
consider subjects in Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 course lists.

•

Multi-level study is usually Year 12 and above, but some Year 11s may study above their level.

•

Example: A multi-level course for a Year 12 student could look like this:
Level 2 English
Level 1 Maths

Level 2 Technology
Level 1 Science

Level 2 Geography

PLEASE NOTE:
•

The subjects are listed as accurately as possible at the time of printing.

•

Based on information gained from initial student choices, it may NOT be possible to provide
some of the subjects listed. Reasons for this may include:
-

•

insufficient student numbers
lack of specialised staff

Timetabling such a wide range of courses sometimes means that certain combinations of
subjects will not be possible. In this event, students will need to select another
combination.
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GOOD ADVICE
HOW TO MAKE SENSIBLE DECISIONS ABOUT CHOOSING SCHOOL SUBJECTS
You should carefully consider the following points before making your final selection of courses:

1

INTEREST and ENJOYMENT

2

ABILITY

3

OCCUPATION

4

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Consider subjects you like doing now or are interested in
doing next year that you haven’t already studied
Think about subjects that include activities you like doing
outside of school e.g. playing music, being creative

What subjects are you strongest in?
What subjects do others say you are good at?
If you are unsure about your ability, discuss this with your
teachers

Find out what subjects you need for your career ideas
Explore the Jobs Database on the Careers New Zealand
website www.careers.govt.nz

LOOK AHEAD
•

Look further ahead than next year – start at the end and
work backwards e.g. If you want to study Level 3 Calculus,
you need to choose Maths 101 in Y11 and Maths 201 in Y12

Access your allies

•
LEAVE AS MANY DOORS OPEN AS POSSIBLE

5
and … ACCESS YOUR ALLIES
•
Your family
•
Careers Advisors
•
Gateway Co-ordinator
• Deans
•
•

•

•
•

Avoid a very narrow range of subjects; go broad
Go through the possible subjects listed, tick those you are
interested in and investigate these subjects thoroughly

Mrs Comeskey, Ms Christie-Cumming, Mrs Woodcock
Ms Hillier
Mr Haussmann, Mrs Buchler, Mr Bonisch, Ms Hollis, Whaea
Jules

Heads of Department
Subject teachers
House teacher
8

SUBJECTS
2022
Request for Contribution
We wish to advise that the School has requested a contribution towards curriculum
subjects with a take-home component.
Specialist Subject Courses (Curriculum)
Specialist subject courses, with a project that a student can make and take home will
be paid by parents and whanau. Examples include courses such as building of
furniture in the workshops, hospitality, fabric design, photography or metalwork. We
will write to parents/whanau in Term 1 with a description of the project and likely cost.
When selecting a specialist subject, we ask that you be aware that there is a
take-home component.
Optional Activities - User Pays
Some courses may include a trip or event to enrich student learning, but achievement
of course assessment is not dependent on participation. These voluntary optional
activities are encouraged to enhance student learning, however, participation is by
choice (voluntary).
Likely costs and information about the activity/event will be communicated in writing
with parents/whanau by the Teacher in charge during the course of the school year.
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ENGLISH

Mrs Woodcock

• Subject Overview

L1

English

L2

English

L3

English

English
1

EN101

Level 1 NCEA English – Compulsory

This course will focus on analysing written texts. Students will be eligible for NCEA course endorsement.
The assessment emphasis will be on written and visual texts. This is an academic course and leads into
EN201.
Course Components
• Focus on written texts and visual texts

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

EN201

12
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA English – Highly Recommended

This course will focus on analysing written texts and/or visual texts. Students will be eligible for NCEA course
endorsement. The assessment emphasis will be on written and visual texts.
Course Components
• Focus on written texts and visual texts

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

12
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
Completion of Level 1 (14 Credits),
4 from external exams

3

EN301

Level 3 NCEA English

Students will be eligible for NCEA course endorsement. The assessment emphasis will be on written texts.
Course Components
• Focus on critically analysing written texts and visual texts.

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

12
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
Completion of Level 2 (14 Credits),
4 from external exams
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FOOD and FABRIC

Ms Eakin/Ms Hollis

Subject Overview

L1

Hospitality

L2

L3

Hospitality

Hospitality

Hospitality
1

HS101

Level 1 NCEA Hospitality

This is an introductory course that teaches a wide range of practical cookery skills. The students will sit a
number of practical and theory assessments to gain Level 1 Unit Standards. The emphasis is on good
teamwork, food safety and culinary skills. This programme will suit students who are looking for
employment-related skills and have a desire to be proficient in the kitchen.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• Knife skills and general kitchen safety
• Techniques in baking, frying and grilling
• Mocktails and finger food

20
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

HS201

NIL

See above NOTE

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Hospitality

This course offers a wide variety of more complex cooking skills, as well as a compulsory industry-related
hygiene and safety qualification. The students will sit a number of practical and theory assessments to gain
Level 2 Unit Standards. The emphasis is on good teamwork, food safety and culinary skills. The students
may cater for sporting and social events. This programme will suit students who are working towards a
career in Hospitality and those who wish to have an excellent range of culinary skills.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• 167 Industry Food Safety
• Units – Poach, Steam, Boil, Fry, Grill and Bake
• Quality points for fruits, vegetables and salads

20
INTERNAL CREDITS

3

HS301

NIL

See above NOTE

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

OPEN ENTRY

Level 3 NCEA Hospitality (part of Trades Academy)

This course is for students who want to make a career in the hospitality/catering industry. The emphasis is
on learning a wide range of culinary terminology and related skills. There is a range of both practical and
theory lessons. This programme will suit students who are working towards a career in the industry and
those who wish to have an excellent range of culinary knowledge.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Working with a range of industry professionals
Culinary terminology
Nutrition
Barista Training

20
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Miss Miller

Subject Overview

L1

Health
Physical Education

Health
Physical Education
Outdoor Education

L2

L3

Health
Physical Education

Health
1

HL101

Level 1 NCEA Health

This course involves students developing their understanding of health concepts and Hauora Well-Being.
Students will manage change, engage in the process of responsible decision-making, and learn to
enhance relationships by using effective communication skills. Students will reflect and take action to
enhance personal well-being through the use of effective goal setting.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Goal Setting
Managing Change
Sexuality
Nutritional Drugs and Alcohol Well-Being
Interpersonal Skills

16
INTERNAL CREDITS

HL201

2

4
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Health

This course involves topics that are similar to those in the Level 1 course, but students develop an
understanding of factors that influence the health of individuals, groups and society. Students begin to
analyse health issues that impact on New Zealand society as well as develop strategies to promote health
and well-being within our local community.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Managing Change
Analyse an adolescent health issue
Take action to enhance well-being
Exploring personal safety
Analysis of issues related to sexuality and gender

15
INTERNAL CREDITS

HL301

3

5
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 3 NCEA Health

This course involves investigating current health issues that impact on New Zealand society. A
contemporary international health issue will also be analysed. A range of health conditions and health
practices currently used in New Zealand and ethical health issues in relation to well-being are explored.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Analyse a New Zealand health issue
Analyse an international health issue
Evaluate health practices currently used in New Zealand
Analyse an ethical issue in relation to well-being
Health promotion

15
INTERNAL CREDITS

5
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY
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Physical Education
1

PE101

Level 1 NCEA Physical Education

This course involves the opportunity to explore and demonstrate movement in a variety of physical
activities. Students will look closely at how the body functions as it relates to performance of physical
activity. This course is a balance of theory and practical.
Course Components
Participation in a variety of activities
Structure and function of the human body
Sporting achievement
Exploring personal fitness
Interpersonal skills associated with team sports

•
•
•
•
•

19

NIL

INTERNAL CREDITS

2

PE201

EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Physical Education

This course is a balance of practical and theory, covering many aspects of physical activity. Students
will have the opportunity to explore their own level of fitness, and work towards improving it using
theoretical knowledge. Research on how athletes improve their skill level will be conducted with the aim
of students using skill learning techniques to raise their own performance when in a competitive
environment. There will also be a component of sport and skill coaching.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Functional Anatomy
Exercise Physiology
Motor Skill Learning
Biomechanics
Health related Fitness
Leadership
Practical modules of sports and coaching

19

NIL

INTERNAL CREDITS

3

PE301

EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 3 NCEA Physical Education

This course involves a large portion of theory work. There are also some practical achievement standards.
There is a unit based on Biomechanical Analysis of a Golf Drive, completing a training programme for an
event and being a leader in sport or physical activity through coaching or event management. Students
are expected to complete a large proportion of work outside of class time.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Evaluate exercise programmes
Appraise skill performance
Develop a sport to the national standard
Analyse risk in physical activities
Examine successful strategies used to promote positive outcomes in physical activity

18
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY
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HUMANITIES

Ms Christie-Cumming

Subject Overview

L1

Geography
History

L2

Geography
History
Tourism

L3

Geography
History
Tourism

Geography
1

GE101

Level 1 NCEA Geography

This course involves the study and understanding of the global, national and regional environment and
how people interact with it. Both human and physical geography will be studied. There may be a field
trip.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Geographic Skills and Research
Geographic Understanding of Environments
Sustainability
Prescribed Common Topics (Population, Natural Hazards and Resources)

13
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

GE201

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Geography

This course involves the study and understanding of the environment as the home of people. The
programme is designed to develop the four main types of skills used in geography (thinking, practical,
spatial and valuing). There may be a field trip.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Geographic Skills
Natural Landscapes
Global and Contemporary Issues
Urban Studies

11
INTERNAL CREDITS

3

GE301

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 3 NCEA Geography

This course involves the study and understanding of the interaction between physical and cultural
(human) environments. The course content can be tailored to student interests. There will be a field trip,
for which a financial contribution may be required.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Geographic Skills
A Study of a Natural Geographic Environment in New Zealand (a Coastal Area)
Geographic Understanding of Contemporary Events
Analyse Aspects of a Geographic Topic at a Global Scale

14
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

14

History
1

HI101

Level 1 NCEA History

This course involves investigating historical events, people and places through interpreting resources,
exploring people’s perspectives, and explaining causes and consequences. Students will also develop
research and written communication skills.
Course Components
• The Atomic Bombings of Japan
• Controversial Events in NZ History
• The Holocaust

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

HI201

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA History

This course involves investigating historical events, people and places through interpreting resources,
exploring people’s perspectives, and examining causes and consequences. Students will also develop
research and written communication skills.
Course Components
• Genocide in Rwanda
• Protest and Rebellion in NZ
• Protest in the USA – The Black Civil Rights Movement

14
INTERNAL CREDITS

3

HI301

9
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 3 NCEA History

This course involves investigating historical events, people and places through interpreting resources,
exploring people’s perspectives, and analysing causes and consequences. Students will also develop
research and written communication skills.
Course Components
• The units studied will be selected from a range of topics based on teacher advice and student
interest

15
INTERNAL CREDITS

10
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

15

Tourism
2

TO201

Level 2 NCEA Tourism

This course involves a range of skills and knowledge relevant to the tourism sector. Those who complete
a 2-year Tourism programme can achieve the NZ Certificate in Tourism. This is a Level 2 qualification
which involves both Level 2 and Level 3 assessment standards. There may be some field trips for which a
financial contribution would be required.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Work roles in tourism
The business of tourism
New Zealand as a tourist destination
Tourist characteristics and needs
World tourist destinations

18
INTERNAL CREDITS

3

TO301

NIL

NIL

EXTERNAL CREDITS

MATERIAL COSTS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 3 NCEA Tourism

This course involves a range of skills and knowledge relevant to the tourism sector. Those who completed
Level 2 Tourism can achieve the NZ Certificate in Tourism. This is a Level 2 qualification which involves
both Level 2 and Level 3 assessment standards. There may be some field trips for which a financial
contribution would be required.
Course Components
• New Zealand as a tourist destination
• Pacific Island countries as tourist destinations
• Cultural significance of natural and man-made attractions in tourism Māori

19
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL

NIL

EXTERNAL CREDITS

MATERIAL COSTS

16

OPEN ENTRY

MĀORI

Whaea Jules

Subject Overview

L1

Te Reo Māori

1

MR101

L2

Te Reo Māori

L3

Māori Performance
Te Reo Māori

Level 1 NCEA Te Reo Māori

This course is mainly focused on developing beginners’ ability to understand spoken Te Reo Māori in
familiar contexts and for them to be able to kōrero in a supportive environment. More capable learners
will be able to extend their skills through learning to write proficiently in Te Reo, and/or Pānui/Reading
Comprehension, in preparation for an external exam.
Course Components may include (depending on interest/strengths)
•
•
•
•

Whakarongo/Listening Comprehension
Pānui/Reading Comprehension
Kōrero/Speaking
Tuhituhi/Writing

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

6
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
•

2

MR201

Satisfactory results in
Year 10 Māori HOD
Approval

Level 2 NCEA Te Reo Māori

Ākonga who have achieved well at Level 1 Māori can be offered an individual programme in a multilevel learning environment. The focus will depend on students’ strengths, whether Whakarongo/Pānui/
Tuhituhi.

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

6
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 credits in Level 1
Te Reo Māori/HOD
Approval

3

MR301

Level 3 NCEA Māori Performance/Te Reo Māori

Ākonga who have achieved well at Level 2 Māori can continue an individual programme in Māori
Performing Arts and/or Te Reo Māori. Students doing performance must also attend Kapa Haka and will
be expected to take part in performances outside of normal school hours. Assessment for Performance is
all practical, 10 credits INTERNAL performing a bracket. Additional credits shown below are for Te Reo
Māori.

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

6
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
•

17

10 credits in Level 2
Te Reo Māori/HOD Approval

MATHEMATICS

Mr Burns

Subject Overview

L1
1

L2

Mathematics

MA101

Mathematics

L3

Calculus
Statistics

Level 1 NCEA Mathematics

This course involves providing students with a general level of study in Mathematics and gives them an
idea of where Mathematics can be used in a practical sense in the world around them, with the
opportunity to study beyond Level 1.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Number
Measurement
Statistics, Probability
Algebra

10+
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

MA201

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Mathematics

This course involves preparing students for professional use of Mathematics. Students taking this course
may be considering taking Calculus and/or Statistics at Level 3.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Algebra and Graphs
Trigonometry
Probability and Statistics
Calculus

11
INTERNAL CREDITS

9
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Students taking this course
would be considering
careers or study requiring
high level Mathematics

18

3

MC301

Level 3 NCEA Calculus

This course involves preparing students for the study of Mathematics beyond secondary level. Calculus
has many applications and is a requirement for many Tertiary courses.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Simultaneous Equations
Conic Sections
Trigonometry
Differentiation and Integration

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

12
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Achievement of AS91262
external

4

MS301

Level 3 NCEA Statistics

This course involves preparing students for the study of Mathematics beyond secondary level. Statistics
has many applications and is a requirement for many Tertiary courses.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Inference
Linear Programming
Bivariate Data
Probability Concepts and Distributions

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Achievement of either
AS91264 or AS91267
externals
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PATHWAYS

Mrs Comeskey

Subject Overview

L1
•
•
•
•

Digital Technology
Commerce

L2

Pathways
Digital Technology
Business Studies

L3

Pathways
Digital Technology
Business Studies

Personalised Learning Programme
Distance Learning and Video Conference
Gateway
Trades Academy

Pathways
2

PW201

Level 2 NCEA Pathways – Year 12

This course involves assisting students who are aiming to complete NCEA Level 1 and 2. The overall aim of
the course is to prepare students for work or vocational study in future years.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Financial Literacy
CV and Target Resume
Communication and Interview Skills
Job Search Skills
Career Planning

20
INTERNAL CREDITS

3

PW301

NIL
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 & 3 NCEA Pathways – Year 13

This course involves assisting students who are aiming to complete NCEA Level 1 - 3, but don’t need to
complete University Entrance. The overall aim of the course is to prepare students for work or vocational
study in future years.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Financial Literacy
Communication and Interview Skills
Job Seeking
Career Planning
Course Planning

20
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

BP Business Challenge

20

Digital Technology
1

CP101

Level 1 NCEA Digital Technology

Students may know how to use phones and computers, but do they know how to create digital
technologies to succeed in further education and the world of work?
During this course students will develop an understanding of Design and Creation, along with good file
management. There is some computer programming and the science behind Digital Technology.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Word Processing
Spreadsheets
Web Design/Digital Media
Game Making/Programming - Basic
Collaboration

up to 20
INTERNAL CREDITS

6
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Year 10/HOD Approval

2

CP201

Level 2 NCEA Digital Technology

This course involves preparing students for a career path in Digital Technology. This will take the concepts
learned in Level 1 up a level. Some students may opt to do vocational computing (Unit Standards).
Course Components

Vocational Computing

• Design and Develop Websites
• Create and Develop Advanced Game
Making/Programming
• Develop Conceptual Design Skills
• Databases
• Collaboration

19
INTERNAL CREDITS

•
•
•
•
•

Word Processing
Spreadsheets
PowerPoint
Databases
And other units

4
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• CP101/HOD Approval

3

CP301

Level 3 NCEA Digital Technology

This course involves giving students the opportunity to continue to develop the skills gained in the Level 2
course and provides access to a wide range of changing and developing software applications.
This course will be offering achievement standards as well as Unit Standards, depending on the students.
Students will have an interview to decide the line they will take at the beginning of the year.
Course Components
• Conceptual Design Skills
• Web Design
• Movie/Complex Game Making/Programming/
PowerPoint

up to 20
INTERNAL CREDITS

Vocational Computing
• Word Processing
• Databases
• Spreadsheets
• Publishing

4
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Satisfactory study at

CP201/HOD Approval
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Business Studies
1

BU101

Level 1 NCEA Commerce

Commerce is the use and exploration of accounting, economic, and business concepts and models to
make sense of society and solve problems. In this subject, ākonga will build the knowledge, skills, and
values they need to navigate, and participate in, the economic world. They will learn how participants in
the economic world make decisions, and they will analyse how these decisions impact on sustainability.
Ākonga will learn that decision making is necessitated by scarcity, and that decisions are informed by a
variety of cultural perspectives and lenses. Learning and assessment will examine Māori, Pacific, and other
approaches to commerce, and business models from whanau and organisation contexts.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Informed financial and non-financial decision making
Understanding an organisation’s financial viability
Understanding financial interdependence of whanau, communities and organisations
Using a commerce model to evaluate business

11

9

INTERNAL CREDITS

2

BU201

EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Business Studies

This course builds on Business Studies Level 1. Students may run a business during the year and have the
opportunity to compete in a nationwide Business Studies YES competition. They will learn how large
businesses run and the environment they operate in. Students will also be offered a Financial Capability
course. Students should be prepared to take risks and are expected to complete significant work outside
of class. If students wish to participate in this competition, there is a cost. This programme will change in
2023 in line with NCEA changes.
Course Components
• Running a Business
• Marketing
• Financial Capability

15

12

INTERNAL CREDITS

EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Business Studies Level 1/
HOD Approval

3

BU301

Level 3 NCEA Business Studies

This course builds on the previous years of Business Studies. Students will run a business during the year and
have the opportunity to compete in a nationwide Business Studies YES competition. They will explore how
national export businesses run and about the exciting and varied environment they operate in. Students
will be also offered a Financial Capability course. This course will change in 2024 in line with NCEA changes.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Running a Business
Industry HR Issues
Marketing
Financial Capability

18
INTERNAL CREDITS

12
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Business Studies Level 2/
HOD Approval
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Distance Learning and Video Conference
Students can gain access to courses that are not normally available within Buller High School by enrolling
with a variety of external providers. Such courses are normally done by correspondence, with or without
visits to the Polytechnic, School, or another provider. Distance Learning can be a very rewarding option.
Each of the available courses can provide credits towards NCEA. Students enrolled in Distance Learning
will need to apply themselves and have the ability to work independently without the continual presence
of a teacher/tutor.
Taking a class via Video Conference can be a challenge for some students. However, some students find
it more beneficial and easier than a Correspondence course. The student will have a teacher from another
school and will have one timetabled ‘face-to-face’ lesson per week, along with three additional study
periods dedicated to that course.
Students need to be motivated, have good communication skills (verbal and written), excellent study
habits and be reliable.
A contract between the student, parents/caregivers and HOD Pathways will be set up when the student
is enrolled in the appropriate course.
Students need to have this option signed off by HOD Pathways.
Distance Learning Subjects
•
•
•
•
•

Correspondence
STAR
Video Conferencing
Tertiary Learning
Off-Site Courses
Depends on Course

INTERNAL CREDITS

Depends on Course

EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• HOD Pathways Approval

Trades Academy
Students work towards gaining a Trades Academy Certificate in the options below. In order to complete
the certificate, students need to commit to a two-year programme. Students will need to commit to a
weekly visit to the Polytechnic (Greymouth or Westport depending on the course). Some courses will have
additional block courses. There are some courses that are all block courses (have an * after title).
Students will need to fill in an application form and complete an interview.
Forms are filled out online. See Mrs Comeskey for further information.
Limited places are available in the courses of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Manaaki Tāpoi (Level 2 & 3)
Building (Level 2 & 3)
Mechanical Engineering (Level 2)
Tourism and Customer Care (Level 2)
Environmental Science (Level 3)
Conservation & Earthcare (Level 2 & 3)
Computer Programme and Web Design
(Level2 & 3)
• Civil Defence Emergency Response
(Level 3) *

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agriculture (Level 2)
Hair and Beauty (Level 2)
Outdoor Leadership (Level 2 & 3) *
Hospitality (Level 3)
Civil Construction (Level 2 & 3)
Uniform Services (Level 2) *
Automotive (Level 2 & 3)
Commercial Fishing Academy (Level 2 & 3) *
Art of Business (Level2 & 3)
Adventure tourism Leadership (Level2 & 3) *
Depends on Course

INTERNAL CREDITS

Depends on Course

EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• HOD Pathways Approval
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Gateway

The Gateway Programme provides “structured workplace learning” for students who have an idea of a
possible future job or career they wish to explore. The programme offers senior students unpaid work
experience (one day per week) to go hand in hand with studying industry-related credits towards NCEA
qualifications and a Vocational Pathway.
Gateway students must display key work skills such as excellent communication, good time management,
team player skills, organisational skills and self-motivation. Students need to be able to manage their
school learning programme as well as study Gateway Unit Standards at Level 2 and 3. These units count
towards NCEA. Part of the requirement on Gateway is obtaining a minimum of 20 credits in the chosen
industry.
Please indicate on your course selection form if you are interested in Gateway and in what industry.
Note: Gateway is not an actual class. It is an addition to your programme.

Minimum of 20

INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• HOD Pathways/Gateway
Co-ordinator Approval
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PERFORMING ARTS

Mr Haussmann

Subject Overview

L1

Drama
Music

L2

L3

Drama
Music

Drama
Music (By Correspondence)

Drama
1

PA101

Level 1 NCEA Drama

This course will provide students with the opportunity to earn achievement standards in Drama and will
lead on to Level 2 and Level 3 Drama. Students will be expected to take part in extra-curricular activities
as part of their assessment.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Drama Techniques
Devise and perform drama
Study a theatre form or period
Perform an acting role in a scripted production

13+
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

PA201

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Drama

This course will provide students with the opportunity to earn achievement standards in Drama and will
lead on to Level 3 Drama. Students will be expected to take part in extra-curricular activities as part of
their assessment.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Drama Techniques
Devise and perform drama
Study a theatre form or period
Perform an acting role in a scripted production

13+
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 credits in Level 1/HOD
Approval
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3

PA301

Level 3 NCEA Drama

This course will provide students with the opportunity to earn achievement standards in Drama and will
lead on to a large number of Tertiary studies. Students will be expected to take part in extra-curricular
activities as part of their assessment.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Drama Techniques
Devise and perform drama
Study a theatre form or period
Perform an acting role in a scripted production

13+
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 credits in Level 2/HOD
Approval

Music
1

MU101

Level 1 NCEA Music

This course offers the minimum of three Internals and two Externals at Level 1. There is also the option to sit
Trinity College Theory and Practical exams at the end of the year. Trinity College studies incur a cost, but
students can choose whether or not to pursue these studies as an extra-curricular option*. Students will
be expected to take part in extra-curricular activities. More credits are offered for motivated and
extended pupils.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Performing musical pieces on a chosen instrument (voice included)
Ensemble performance (member of a group)
Demonstrate aural and theoretical skills
Demonstrate conventions used in music scores

10+
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Musical Background/
HOD Approval

Trinity exams success
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2

MU201

Level 2 NCEA Music

This is an exciting new course that offers the minimum of three Internals and two Externals at Level 2. There
is also the option to sit Trinity College Theory and Practical exams at the end of the year. Trinity College
studies incur a cost, but students can choose whether or not to pursue these studies as an extra-curricular
option*. Students will be expected to take part in extra-curricular activities. More credits are offered for
motivated and extended pupils.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Performing musical pieces on a chosen instrument (voice included)
Ensemble performance (member of a group)
Demonstrate aural and theoretical skills
Demonstrate conventions used in music scores

10+
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Musical Background/
HOD Approval

3

MU301

Level 3 NCEA Music

This course is offered through Correspondence. There is also the option to sit Trinity College Theory and
Practical exams at the end of the year. Trinity College studies incur a cost, but students can choose
whether or not to pursue these studies as an extra-curricular option*. Students in this course will be assisted
with exams and practical assessments. A student can tailor the course to their individual strengths.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Performing musical pieces on a chosen instrument (voice included)
Ensemble performance (member of a group)
Demonstrate aural and theoretical skills
Demonstrate conventions used in music scores

10+
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Musical Background/
HOD Approval
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SCIENCE

Mr Dorey

Subject Overview

L1

Biological Sciences
Physical Sciences
Horticulture

L2

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

L3

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Level 1 Sciences
1

BS101

Level 1 NCEA Biological Sciences

This course contains topics from Biology and Chemistry. This course includes a field trip and dissections.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•
•

Life Processes
Genetics
Ecology
Carbon Cycling
Bacteria Investigation
Acids and Bases

16
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Satisfactory results in
Year 10 Science

1

PS101

Level 1 NCEA Physical Sciences

This course contains topics from Physics and Chemistry.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mechanics
Organic Chemistry
Electricity
Investigations into Chemical Reactions
How properties of metal are linked to their uses in society
Investigate Linear Relationships

16
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Satisfactory results in

Year 10 Mathematics
and Science
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1

HT101

Level 1 NCEA Horticulture

This course involves learning about growing plants as a hobby, for money, for food and for landscapes.
The material assessed in this course is suitable for a range of student abilities and provides a basis for further
study and careers in the horticultural industry.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Practical Gardening
Plant Propagation Skills (such as cuttings)
Use of Horticultural Equipment
Landscaping
Management Practices

15
INTERNAL CREDITS

5
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Biology
2

BI201

Level 2 NCEA Biology

This course introduces students to the living world that surrounds them. This course covers a broad range
of topics that will suit students looking to understand the living world around them to a deeper level.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Ecology
Earth Spheres
Microscopes
Adaptations
Genetics

11
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in BS101

3

BI301

Level 3 NCEA Biology

This course covers a range of topics, including the relationship between organisms and their environment.
It involves a practical study of one animal or a plant species, and a field trip.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Homeostasis
Practical Investigation
Socio-Scientific Issue
Plant and Animal Responses
Human Evolution

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

8
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 14 Credits in Level 2
Biology
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Chemistry
2

CH201

Level 2 NCEA Chemistry

This course involves extending the basic concepts and skills in Chemistry. It is the prerequisite course for
Level 3 Chemistry and a strongly recommended course for any students furthering their science education.
Chemistry at this level will involve a certain amount of mathematical ability.
Course Components
• Quantitative Analysis
• Identification of Ions
• Bonding Atomic Structure, Bonding and Thermochemistry
• Organic Chemistry
• Chemical Reactivity

10
INTERNAL CREDITS

13
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in BS101 or
PS101

3

CH301

Level 3 NCEA Chemistry

This course is an extension of Chemistry 201, where basic concepts are reinforced, and new ones
introduced. The course includes atomic structure, aqueous equilibriums, and energies of reaction. It is an
academic course that leads to university-based courses in many fields and opens the doors to many
occupational areas.
Course Components
• Spectroscopy
• Quantitative Analysis
• Thermochemistry
• Organic Chemistry
• Chemical Processes in the world around us.

9
INTERNAL CREDITS

15
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 14 Credits in Level 2
Chemistry

Physics
2

PH201

Level 2 NCEA Physics

This course develops critical thinking skills and provides a good skill base for future study in many areas.
Course Components
• Light and Waves
• Mechanics
• Atoms and Radioactivity
• Electricity
• Practical Investigation

7
INTERNAL CREDITS

16
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in PS101
• Achievement of one
externally assessed
Mathematics Std
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3

PH301

Level 3 NCEA Physics

This course explores Level 2 topics to a deeper level. Students will be pushed to debate and present their
findings.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light and Waves
Mechanics
Modern Physics
DC and AC Electricity
Physics Debate
Practical Investigation

9
INTERNAL CREDITS

16
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 14 Credits in Level 2
Physics

Year 11 Horticulture Garden
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Ms Szybowski

VISUAL ARTS
Subject Overview

L1

Visual Arts

L2

L3

Painting
Photography

Painting
Photography

Visual Arts
1

VA101

Level 1 NCEA Visual Arts

This course involves study to gain skills in drawing and paint-handling. Contemporary New Zealand
artworks are studied to understand the conventions of picture-making. Practical work is developed
within a given theme using printmaking, painting and other techniques. Students may do a field trip, for
which a financial contribution will be required.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
•
•
•
•

Drawing and paint-handling skills
Understanding artists’ work
Developing ideas within a prescribed theme
Completing a Portfolio

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

12

See above NOTE

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Year 10 Option Art

Painting
2

VA201

Level 2 NCEA Painting

This course involves developing drawing and painting skills. Established practice of Contemporary Art will
be studied to enable students to develop work within appropriate themes and concepts. Techniques
and methods may include photographic collage, 3D work, printmaking, as well as painting. Students
may do a field trip, for which a financial contribution will be required.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• Developing drawing and painting skills
• Understanding established practice in Contemporary Art
• Completing a Portfolio in Painting

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

12

See above note

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in VA101
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3

VA301

Level 3 NCEA Painting

This course involves developing drawing and painting skills. Established practice of Contemporary Art will
be studied to enable students to develop work within their selected themes and concepts. Techniques
and methods may include photographic collage, 3D work and printmaking. Students may do a field
trip, for which a financial contribution will be required.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• Developing drawing and painting skills
• Understanding established practice in Contemporary Art
• Completing a Portfolio in Painting

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

14

See above note

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Level 2 Painting

Photography
2

PD201

Level 2 NCEA Photography

This course involves shooting photographs and developing digital picture–making skills. Established
practice of Contemporary Art will be studied to enable students to develop work within appropriate
themes and concepts. Techniques and methods may include photomontage, 3D work and Photoshop.
It is an advantage for students to have their own DSLR camera and laptop. The cost of printing the
Portfolio is $50.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• Developing digital picture-making skills
• Understanding established practice in Contemporary Art
• Completing a Portfolio in Art Photography

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

12

See above note

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in VA101

3

PD301

Level 3 NCEA Photography

This course involves shooting photographs and developing digital picture-making skills. Established
practice of Contemporary Art will be studied to enable students to develop work within their selected
themes and concepts. Techniques and methods may include photomontage, 3D work and Photoshop.
It is an advantage for students to have their own DSLR camera and laptop. The cost of printing the
portfolio is $75.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• Developing digital picture-making skills
• Understanding established practice in Contemporary Art
• Completing a Portfolio in Art Photography

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

14

See note above

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Level 2 Photography
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WORKSHOP TECHNOLOGY and GRAPHICS

Mr R Collins

Subject Overview

L1

Design & Visual Communication
Workshop Technology (Wood)
Workshop Technology (Metal)

Design & Visual Communication

L2

Workshop Technology (Wood)
Workshop Technology (Metal)

L3

Design & Visual Communication
Workshop Technology (Wood)
Workshop Technology (Metal)

Design and Visual Communication
1

DVC101

Level 1 NCEA Design & Visual Communication

This course is for anyone that wants a pathway into employment with marketable design skills. DVC is the
language of designers, builders, architects, planners, fashion, print media and is in fact an excellent life
skill hack. You will be offered the opportunity to learn the design process (D) and then the skills and
techniques to visually communicate (VC) solutions to the situations. DVC is the tool/skill that assists clear
thinking with logic. NCEA achievement standards that are both Internally and Externally assessed will be
used.
Course Components
Freehand sketching in 2D and 3D to communicate the form of design ideas
Rendering and Media Techniques to communicate the form of design ideas
Produce instrumental Pictorial (3D) paraline drawings to communicate design ideas
Key Orthographic Skills. Produce instrumental, multi-view orthographic drawings that communicate
technical features of design ideas
• Design Process. Undertake development of design ideas through graphics practice
•
•
•
•

9
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

DVC201

9
EXTERNAL CREDITS

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Design & Visual Communication

This course is an advancement on Level 1, and for best results, students should have some knowledge of
DVC Level 1. Drawing methods will include isometric, oblique, orthographic, perspective, rendering and
presentation in both a formal and free-thinking style. Assignments will vary and may range from toy
invention to more social problems like housing design or alteration that centre around finding solutions by
way of the design process. Evidence for credits will come from work produced throughout the year. Formal
drawings may be either traditional or CAD and solutions often can be enhanced with a combination of
CAD and word processor, as well as clear freehand sketching.
Course Components
• Freehand Sketching in 2D and 3D use visual communication techniques to generate design ideas
• Advanced Media. Produce working drawings to communicate technical details of a design
• Instrumental Pictorial (3D). Produce instrumental perspective projection drawings to communicate
design ideas
• Key Orthographic Skills. Develop a spatial design through graphics practice
• Design Process. Develop a product design through practice

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

10
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in Level 1/
HOD Approval
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3

DVC301

Level 3 NCEA Design & Visual Communication

This course is structured similarly to Year 12. Students undertake a study in key graphic and design skills.
Skills will be taught and related to environmental design and product design. Work will revolve around
design briefs that will have an assessment task linked to it. Assessments at this level will be contextually
linked to the brief outcome. Students will research and interpret design and the elements and principles.
Advanced drafting techniques will be part of the course. Students who are contemplating any career
linked to Design, Graphics or the Trades, should consider this course.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Freehand Sketching in 2D and 3D
Advanced Modes and Media
Instrumental Pictorial (3D)
Key Orthographic Skills
Design Process

12
INTERNAL CREDITS

6
EXTERNAL CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• 12 Credits in Level 2

Workshop Technology (Hard Materials – Wood)
1

WS101

Level 1 NCEA Workshop Technology

This course has a multi-function focus and offers opportunities for the serious student to gain a broad range
of construction skills and techniques with the bonus of design and make computer assisted projects as
well. The focus will be on making prescribed projects suitable for BCITO credits but also able to expand
into design that could incorporate formal drawing methods like Freehand sketching or computer
programmes like Sketch-up of Fusion 360. Assessment tasks are a combination of skills and theory.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construction of simple items like small folding ladder or sawhorse
Design challenges in problem solving a need for an item
Instruction to gain a working knowledge of a computer CAD programme
Opportunity to design and make a personal project
Opportunity for Whānau or mentor involvement
Direction for Tertiary, career or University opportunities
BYOD in the form of a laptop would assist but not essential

23
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL

See note above

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• HOD Approval
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2

WS201

Level 2 NCEA Workshop Technology

This course builds and extends the multi-function focus and opportunities for the serious student to gain a
broader range of construction skills and techniques with the bonus of design and make computer assisted
projects as well.
The focus is on making prescribed projects suitable for BCITO credits like dart board cabinet, Cape cod
chair or similar but also to use the design process that could incorporate formal drawing methods like
Freehand sketching or computer programmes like Sketch-up of Fusion 360. Assessment tasks usually
incorporate a combination of skills and theory.
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Design and construction of some prescribed and some free-choice items
Design challenges in problem solving a need for an item
Instruction to gain a working knowledge of a computer CAD programme
Opportunity to design and make a personal project
Opportunity for Whānau or mentor involvement
Direction for tertiary, career or University opportunities
BYOD in the form of a laptop would assist but not essential

24
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL

See note above

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• HOD Approval

3

WS301

Level 3 NCEA Workshop Technology

This course caters for five pathways of design and make.
1. BCITO pathway by using tools and machines in the making of a Level 3 project that supports the
Level 3 Unit Standards
2. Technology pathway by making projects that are the outcome of the technology process
3. Design pathway by designing and making projects that advance skills and techniques using a
range of machines and materials like lathe, CNC cutter, 3D printer or laser cutter
4. Skills knowledge pathway using a range of projects associated with the skill or technique required
5. Design and make with commercial possibilities
Technology achievement standards are possible with all pathways
Course Components
•
•
•
•
•

Project making with verifiable photos to support assessment
Some assistance will be given but generally material costs will be sought
BYOD on the form of a laptop would assist but not essential
Opportunity for Whānau or mentor involvement
Projects will be at the discretion of school and facilities

16
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL

See note above

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST
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RECOMMENDATIONS
• HOD Approval

Workshop Technology (Hard Materials – Metal)
1

WM101

Level 1 NCEA Workshop Technology (Hard Materials – Metal)

This course is made up of three Level 1 Unit Standards intended to provide students with a well-balanced,
practical course that combines basic skills and knowledge. The three core units total 24 credits toward the
final qualification. Sixteen additional credits from NCEA or other elective Unit Standards can be used to
complete the 40 credits required for the National Certificate.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
The projects will be dependent on the student’s needs and could include any of the following
• Tool box, punch set, mini-trebuchet, wind vane, dirt surfer, parallel clamp
• Workshop and Workplace Health and Safety
• Basic Arithmetic and Applied Geometry
• Workshop Processes, Techniques and Tools
• Metals and Plastic Materials Technology
• Fastening, Assembly and Welding Processes
• Simple Design and Construction Methods

24
INTERNAL CREDITS

2

WM201

NIL

See note above

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

OPEN ENTRY

Level 2 NCEA Workshop Technology (Hard Materials – Metal)

This course involves students completing a variety of Unit Standards and practical projects. This subject
could lead to the Level 2 Certificate in Mechanical Engineering and a career in the engineering industry.
Students will follow a course of standards in a practical and theory based study that is designed to allow
acceptance into an apprenticeship in any of the trades.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
The projects undertaken will be dependent on the student’s needs and could include any of the following:
• Model motorbike, dart set, tape dispenser, wheel puller, depth gauge
• Engineering Sketching
• Engineering Materials
• Engineering Hand Tools
• Engineering Measuring Equipment
• Engineering Marking-Out Tools
• Engineering Workshop Safety

18
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL

See above note

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Level 1 in Metal
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3

WM301

Level 3 NCEA Workshop Technology (Hard Materials – Metal)

This course can be designed around the particular needs of individual students. It could be based on a
school or community project. Unit Standards will be selected from the qualifications framework to suit. It
could lead to a career in the engineering industry. Students will follow a course of standards in a practical
and theory based study that is designed to allow acceptance into an apprenticeship into any of the
trades. The project will be dependent on the student’s needs and could be a community based project
or a personal challenge.
NOTE: This course has a take-home component, therefore, there will be costs associated with this and will
depend on the project or items.
Course Components
• Interpret mechanical engineering drawings
• Produce 2D CAD drawings
• Create 3D model
• Knowledge of engineering metals
• Knowledge of the composition of metals

18
INTERNAL CREDITS

NIL

See above note

EXTERNAL CREDITS

CONTRIBUTION REQUEST

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Level 2 in Metal

38

CHECKLIST for 2022

HAVE YOU:
1.

Checked that your course will keep your career aspirations open



2.

Spoken with the Careers Team



3.

Spoken with your Dean



4.

Spoken to HOD/TIC if necessary



5.

Checked that your choices are within your capabilities



6.

Checked the endorsement opportunities of your course



7.

Spoken with your parents/caregivers



8.

Spoken with your teachers



9.

Checked that you will be able to meet UE requirements
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SUBJECTS AT A GLANCE
Key:
•
•

Shaded
++

Compulsory
University Entrance approved

LEVEL 1 (Year 11)
EN101
MA101

English
Mathematics

BS101

Biological Sciences

PS101

Physical Sciences

LEVEL 2 (Year 12)
EN201 English
MA201

LEVEL 3 (Year 13)
EN301

Mathematics

English ++

MC301

Calculus ++

MS301

Statistics ++

BI201

Biology

BI301

Biology ++

PH201

Physics

PH301

Physics ++

CH201

Chemistry

CH301

Chemistry ++

HT101

Horticulture

HS101

Hospitality

HS201

Hospitality

HS301

Hospitality

HL101

Health

HL201

Health

HL301

Health ++

PE101

Physical Education

PE201

Physical Education

PE301

Physical Education ++

GE101

Geography

GE201

Geography

GE301

Geography ++

HI101

MR101

History

Māori

HI201

History

HI301

History ++

TO201

Tourism

TO301 Tourism

MR201

Māori

MR301

Māori ++

PW201

Pathways

PW301

Pathways

CP101

Digital Technology

CP201

Digital Technology

CP301

Digital Technology ++

BU101

Commerce

BU201

Business Studies

BU301

Business Studies ++

PA101

Drama

PA201

Drama

PA301

Drama ++

MU101

Music

MU201

Music

MU301

Music ++

VA101

Visual Arts

VA201

Painting

VA301

Painting ++

PD201

Photography

PD301

Photography ++

DVC101

Design and Visual
Communication (Graphics)

DVC201

Design and Visual
Communication (Graphics)

DVC301

Design and Visual
Communication (Graphics) ++

WS101

Workshop Technology Wood

WS201

Workshop Technology Wood

WS301

Workshop Technology Wood

WM101

Workshop Technology Metal

WM201

Workshop Technology Metal

WM301

Workshop Technology Metal

Note: For the full list of the UNIVERSITY APPROVED SUBJECTS go to:
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/university-entrance/approvedsubjects/
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CAREER COURSE CHOICE GUIDE
A career is not just a job. It is a lifelong process that includes paid and unpaid work, as well as
formal and informal education. It influences and is influenced by other activities such as family
life and leisure activities. It is important that you consider all of these areas when making career
plans. To make career decisions you also need to understand yourself and the skills you have.
Then you need to investigate what opportunities are available to you. The website
www.careers.govt.nz is a helpful tool.
Many Tertiary courses have much higher entrance requirements than the minimum entry level.
Listed below are the prerequisites required by some Tertiary institutions for acceptance into the
course shown. It is not intended to be a guide to every course available, but may give you some
help with your option choices. The institutions do alter their criteria, so it is strongly advised that
you check the details before making decisions based on this information. The Careers Team is
available to help you.

For up-to-date careers and tertiary course information visit:
• Mrs Comeskey (Careers Team Leader), Ms Christie-Cumming, Mrs Woodcock.
• Visit www.careers.govt.nz for a comprehensive overview of all careers including training
information.
• Career Quest is a questionnaire on the Career Services website and will give you
career ideas linked to your skills and interests. www.careers.govt.nz
41

NOTES

42

NOTES
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Buller High School
Te Kura Tuarua o Kawatiri

Striving towards excellence through high expectations
Me takakawe i nga tumanako ki te tihi o te matauranga
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