GETTING STARTED
A guide for New Entrants and their
Families

VISION

We believe the basic conditions for effective learning are
motivation, coupled with authentic, challenging
experiences. Therefore Gladstone Primary School will
“passionately prepare people for life” through motivating,
fun, practical, authentic and challenging learning
experiences.

WELCOME

Gladstone School’s pre-entry and new entrant programmes
aim to help children and their families adjust from being at
home with family or caregivers to being involved with new
adults and other children in a school setting by:
Providing a positive transition into school from the
pre-school environment; whether that is home,
kindergarten, kohanga reo, day care or play centre.
Showing what happens in a classroom, and at
Gladstone School, by participating in activities planned
and organised as part of the New Entrant programme.
Forming positive and supportive relationships with families and early childhood facilities in the Gladstone
School area.
We hope you will find the ideas and suggestions in this
guide informative and useful in making the transition to
school for you and your child as easy and stress free as
possible.

PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL

Your wishes for your child and those of the school are the same.
We both want an easy transition to school and to see your child
happily settled in school with caring friendships and
positive
learning experiences. This is the beginning of a
partnership between you and your family and our school.
At Gladstone we have done many things to prepare for your
child to be safely at school and to settle into school happily and
quickly. You can also help prepare your child for the transition
between their early childhood experiences and the more
structured learning environment that a school provides.
We invite you to share the excitement of starting school. Visit
your child’s classroom frequently to see your child’s work and the
classroom environment. Form a positive relationship with your
child’s teacher and take an active part in school life.

ENROLLING YOUR CHILD AT GLADSTONE
SCHOOL
At Gladstone School there are two new entrant classes and at
their enrolment your son or daughter will be booked in for two
visits in each class. An adult must accompany them to each visit.
The visits last from 8.45am until 10.30am on a Thursday.
A visitor’s book is kept in the new entrant classes so you can sign
your child in. It is an important part of the transition process that
all children attend all four visits if possible. Parents/caregivers
need to be actively involved - explaining routines and pointing out
things your child will need to know to make their early days at
school easier. Unfortunately younger siblings are not able to attend
the visits. During visit time please make sure your child has a school
bag, a lunchbox and a drink bottle so that they can learn where to
put all these things and have something to eat and drink.
Children are encouraged to start school on the Monday of the
first or sixth week of each term following their fifth birthday.
Parents/caregivers are asked to buy stationery and pay fees at
enrolment or on the day of their last visit. It is at the last visit when
you will be informed as to which class your child will start school in.
In the New Entrant classes there is a co-operative team teaching
approach and the children spend much of their time together.

ASSESSMENT AND PARENT INTERVIEWS
In their first week of school your child will be assessed on
their acquisition of early literacy, oracy and numeracy
skills. They are observed in the classroom setting looking at
their social and behavioural needs and anecdotal notes
may be taken.
Within the first month of starting school all children are
assessed using a one-month survey and the early entry
survey is revisited and updated. They will also complete a
handwriting and written language sample for assessment.
All this information is kept in their Individual Student
Profile and forms the basis of the first parent and teacher
interview which is held within 4 – 6 weeks of starting
school. You will be notified when this interview is to take
place and be asked to make a suitable appointment with
the classroom teacher.
Please note that children whose birthdays are before 1st
May are classified as Year 1 students. Children whose
birthdays are after 1st May are classified as Year 0.

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH

Getting a complete health examination prior to starting
school is a good idea. This should include speech,
hearing and vision tests to identify any issues that may
interfere with early learning. Make sure immunisations
and boosters are up to date. Also, check that any
medication your child takes is still relevant and that
information about any conditions is communicated at
enrolment, to their teachers and the office.

A SCHOOL CHILD NEEDS TO BE….
Independent
Social
Ready to learn
Responsible
A child of five is sometimes able to display all of these attributes or
have these skills and knowledge but choose not to use them. The
pre-school visits and the new entrant classes at Gladstone School
provide opportunities for children to identify the skills they have and
those they need to work on. Their teachers and the parents/caregivers
“scaffold” the child’s acquisition of the necessary skills so that they can
be successful in their permanent class and throughout their time at
Gladstone School.
There are ways that you can help your child at home:
Encourage your child to be independent when dressing by choosing
clothes they can fasten themselves (e.g. shoes with Velcro, trousers
with elastic, sweatshirts with no buttons). Make sure they can easily
open and close their bags and lunch boxes and they know to sit still and
eat their food. Make sure they know when they need to eat and drink,
and consume enough food to keep them going for the day. At school
they will need to eat good food and drink water independently and regularly. Please make sure they know what to do with rubbish.
Your child needs to develop personal routines about eating and sleeping,
(e.g. regular bedtimes, tooth brushing and hand washing). At school it is
essential they know how to go to the toilet independently, knowing that
it is not a time to play and how and why they need to be hygienic about
this.

Help them learn to care for their own belongings and make sure they know
what to do if they are hot or cold. They need to be able to take off their
own clothes and put them in sensible places so they can remember where
they are. At school they will be expected to do all of this for themselves
without an adult reminding them or doing it for them.
When they are swimming they need to be able to sensibly dress and undress
themselves, be respectful of others and their own bodies and care for their
clothes.
Teach your child about putting things away. It helps to make sure they
expect, and know how, to clear up after themselves. It is also important
that your child knows what to do when finding things. Help your child to
gain skills in looking for their own belongings or games they want to play.
It is vital to teach your child about coping with their emotions. Teaching
children about socially acceptable and unacceptable ways of dealing with
strong emotions is an important part of making and maintaining friendships
at school, as is providing them with techniques and skills to say what they
are feeling and what they need. Helping them to learn to listen to others
when they are distressed and providing them with a safe home environment
that has firm boundaries and clear consequences that are consistent is
important.
Your child needs to know how to ask for help. They need to be able to
trust that their teacher will help them if they are in need, or hurt, or sad.
You can help them by teaching them the words to say that describe their
emotions and their needs, and discussing what they might do if they do
need help at school.
All of these things will be reinforced here at school.

SOCIAL
A wonderful part of school is making new friends. Your child
needs to know how to make and maintain positive relationships.
You may need to teach your child how to use positive methods to
get the attention of new friends. You can help by developing the
qualities of sharing and taking turns. Allow them times to have
friends over to play so they practice sharing their belongings and
taking turns.
As adults we can all teach and model methods to deal with
conflict positively. At home you can provide opportunities for your
child to practice empathy and show caring for others.
When speaking to others it is important your child knows to look at
the other person and that they expect responses in the same way.
Provide them with opportunities to be with their peers when
adults are about to assist them to practice these skills with
success.
Make sure your child is able to show respect to adults and knows
what respect is. It is important to provide your child with positive
opportunities so they have the confidence to speak to adults
(buying at the shops, talking to their kindy teacher, talking on the
phone to Gran).
Talk with your child and make sure they know that they are
expected to do what the teacher says at school and that this will
be a positive experience. Discuss how it is necessary for all the
children to have turns being with, and talking to, the teacher, and
being chosen for all the activities children partake in at school.

READY TO LEARN

There are some simple ways that you can ensure your child comes to school
eager and ready to learn. You can help by providing opportunities for your
child to actively listen to the instructions to complete simple tasks. Give them
opportunities in which they can experience success and be congratulated
when learning to do new things (e.g. riding a bike, dressing themselves).
Talk to them so they know they are at school to learn lots of new things and
provide them with chances to take risks, and the encouragement to try things
to may feel insecure about.
For more formalised learning, share activities such as arranging household
items into categories to build organisational skills. Do things together such as
growing plants, playing games with words, helping with cooking and meal times
to build skills in measurement, counting, time etc. Have paper and pens
available with which they can draw pictures. Allow them chances to revisit experiences and to talk with them about what they can do now that they couldn’t do before.
Your child becomes ready to read when you read them lots of books and take
them to places that they can talk about. These activities do not have to be
expensive, just to the park or shopping - as long as they are talking to you
about what they see and are challenged to look closer and notice more.
The best things you can provide are “useful adults” for them to talk to and do
things with, making sure they have that “quality time” to discuss their day or
topics of interest. In doing this they build an expectation that adults have
something wonderful and exciting to offer.

RESPONSIBLE

School requires a child to become responsible. You can help your
son or daughter practice responsibility by setting regular times
for packing up toys etc at home. Have clear and achievable
expectations about what your child is expected to do and help
them to be organised in this.
Another way for children to become responsible is by doing
simple chores. Having ownership of household tasks teaches
responsibility with independence. The co-operative nature of
teamwork provides times when your child works with you and
others as an important part of the team. This goes hand in hand
with having clear rules and consequences for those so that your
child knows why rules exist.
Providing a child with a pet or a plant also teaches responsibility
and caring. Expect your child to prepare themselves for school
each day and to organise themselves at school during the day scaffold them to do this and resist the urge to do it for them.

CHOOSE THE SAFEST ROUTE TO AND FROM
SCHOOL

The roads around Gladstone are very busy. Walk with your child to
and from school. Teach them about crossing the road and using the
school pedestrian crossings, the safest places to walk on the
footpath, about running and playing games near the road, about
driveways and cars backing out.
The school has Walking Buses - and these provide safe supervision
for children who need to walk independently. Parents/caregivers of
the children using the buses are asked to contribute to the supervision on a roster system.
For those coming to school by car it is expected that all cars be
parked sensibly and safely. Parents/caregivers should walk children
to and from their class each day. Children must alight from cars on
the footpath side and cars must not stop on any yellow lines around
the school as this creates very unsafe situations for children walking
along paths and crossing roads.
Talk to them about “stranger danger” and never leave children
waiting outside the school gates - even for a few minutes. Gladstone
School has an OSCAR, before school and after school care
programme if you are unable to pick your child up at the end of the
day. In the junior classes parents/caregivers are expected to pick
children up from their rooms or to discuss other arrangements with
the teacher. Parents/caregivers must make all after school
arrangements before school starts, so staff are aware of what your
child is doing.
In the case of emergencies parents/caregivers need to ring the
school office on 09 8469744 before 2pm to make sure that children
are safely catered for.

