WK 1: Value Focus: Manaakitanga (Respectful
Citizen) – Make good choices

Newsletter 30, Friday 22 October 2021

Dates to remember …
Monday 25 October Labour Day
Wednesday 27 October Kids Discovery Plant Out
Wednesday 3 November School athletics day

Wednesday 10 November Glentunnel School show day
Friday 12 November Canterbury Anniversary
Monday 15 November Teacher Only Day
Sunday 21 November—
Wednesday 24 November Yr 5/6 school camp
Thursday 16 December Last day of Term 4

Tēnā koutou katoa Parents and Caregivers,
The year has gone so quickly and this 9 week term won’t be an exception no doubt! We have a great deal of wonderful learning and fun
activities planned and have modified these to fit with the changing
Alert Level requirements, Health Orders, EOTC restrictions, MOE requirements and limited venue numbers. However, we are committed
to making things happen, as best we can as a kura, while following
requirements and keeping everyone safe and healthy. Thank you already for following the Alert Level 2 School requirements which was
sent home on Monday 18 October. Below are updates on most
events coming up soon.
SUNHATS - Term 1 & term 4 are the terms where we
wear sunhats. These are compulsory and our ‘bucket
hats’ are great as they cover the back of the neck and
ears. These are available from the School Office for
$15 each. Please remember to name your child’s hat – ka pai.
Educational learning partnership with Coalgate
Honey Co & Glentunnel School
We are privileged and happy to announce an
educational partnership with Simon and Sarah
Aarts from Coalgate Honey Co. This is part of our School’s learning
direction of knowledge building for improvement and innovation. Simon will be completing workshops and educational opportunities
with our Year 5/6 students and myself to learn about bees, hive dynamics, bees roles in pollination, disease, the role of the apiarist and
setting-up and collecting honey. The hives will be located offsite on
the School House field and we have purchased 5 children’s bee suits
to help them work with Simon when establishing our hives, maintenance of them and collecting honey frames. Pictures below – Simon
working with Ruma Whā painting and constructing the hives. As the
hives become established we will be involving more tamariki
throughout the school.

He rākau morimori, e kore e taea te piki

Nation-wide ‘Shake-Out’ Day – Thursday 21 November 10am – 10.20am
On Thursday we practised our ‘Major Earthquake drill’ and assembled at the venue of Glentunnel Community Centre in the event that the School site is compromised. Please see below emergency drill procedure of a Major Earthquake.
MAJOR EARTHQUAKE (shaken off your feet and lasting greater than 1 minute)
The following procedures will be followed. The purpose of these drills is to get the staff and all our students to safety by the quickest means possible.
EARTHQUAKE (Major) Scenario 2 Civil Emergency: School Bell may ring depending on damage.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Shaking is SEVERE (thrown off your feet) or is a LONG ROLLING QUAKE greater than 1 minute.
Firstly, DROP - COVER – HOLD, for at least 30 seconds wherever you are.
A long continuous striking of the bell by a teacher signals evacuation from the school buildings.
Students walk calmly from the class or other area with the teacher at the front.
Teacher/TA’s take the class emergency bag (with class roll in it) and puts on their hi-vis vest.
Evacuate to ‘Assembly area’ on the School Courts or if NOT intact to the Glentunnel Community
Centre.
Parents sent text by Edge SMS to pick-up at the designated assembly area. Use facebook, website
for reunification.
Admin staff take sign in book and register of the school for the day. SMS Edge to be accessed remotely off phones or a laptop.
Student groups in their class and in register order. Teacher lets the Principal/DP/AP know those
present.
Teachers tell Principal/DP/AP their class roll numbers and who is absent.
Parents collect students from the ‘Assembly area’. Listen to Civil Emergency instructions. Use the
Glentunnel Community Centre building if the school buildings can not be used.

a Decision to Evacuate Glentunnel School in the event of a Major Earthquake: Bell rung continuously
In the case of a major earthquake, once the ground has stopped moving, if a teacher identifies a real and
present danger to the students by remaining on the school grounds, they may commence an evacuation
of their class to a safe site.
Preparations: Emergency water, cans of food, toilet paper, buckets, plastic bags, hand sanitizer and
gloves will be stored at school. We are in the process of ensuring all of the above provisions are completed.

Students evacuating the school site and then assembling at the Glentunnel Community Centre carpark
New students - This term we have three new students starting in our New Entrant/Year 1 class Rm 2.
Haere mai, Isaac and your whānau. Isaac started school on Monday 18 October and we have two more
students starting at the beginning of November.
Plant-Out day KDP (Kids Discovery Plant-out) – Wednesday 27 October (pp Thursday 28 October)
Next week, 10.15am - 2.40pm Environment Canterbury (ECan) and Enviro School’s personnel Lou and
Nicky will be working with the whole school to conduct learning opportunities onsite and at Joyce Reserve
(Selwyn River) including aquatic invertebrate, water quality, NZ birds, riparian management planting,
learning about insects and pollination and native trees. The learning experiences are part of our term inquiry: Wai (water) How does water affect people and the land? How do people affect water? Due to venue restrictions we won’t be asking for parental support this year. Students wear School Uniform but also
bring the following: morning tea, packed lunches, water bottles, sunhat, gumboots, wind jacket/warm
jacket.
School Athletics Day (Glentunnel School grounds) – Wednesday 3 November (pp Friday 5 November)
We are holding our annual School Athletics event on Wednesday 3 November. A letter detailing the programme for Tuakana: Year 3-6 from 9.00am – 12.00pm and Teina: Year 0-2 1.00pm – 2.30pm will be sent
home next week on Tuesday 26 October inviting families and detailing the event times. Only immediate
family are to attend and support their tamariki with adults required to wear masks whilst onsite.
Pet Day ‘Glentunnel School Show Day’ – Wednesday 10 November (venue Glentunnel School)
This year’s Pet Day has been modified to align with venue restrictions and Alert Level 2 requirements. Mrs
Wright has designed a great programme which allows for different school-based activities while adhering to the restrictions and requirements of Alert Level 2. Attached is our detailed modified ‘Glentunnel
School Show Day’ detailing the different events and requirements. The day will still be a great one.
Year 5/6 Wellington Northern Tour Camp (Sunday 21 November – Wednesday 24 November)
I am constantly being updated with MOE information regarding Health Orders and EOTC events for
Schools for our planned Sunday 21 November – Wednesday 24 November Year 5/6 Camp to Wellington.
A decision will be made on Monday 1 November to either postpone the Wellington Trip to 2022 Term 4
and instead go with Plan B – day trips in the Canterbury area for Monday 22 November, Tuesday 23 November and Wednesday 24 November. The students have already been involved in the planning for
events for Plan B that they would like to do using our chartered bus service Pirika Buses from 9.00am –
3.00pm to get us to and from activities. Should Plan B (daytrips) be the decision for our Year 5/6 a review

of costs associated with the daytrips will occur and amendments in a reduction in fees arrived at.
Change to Teacher professional development days in Term 4
The following professional development days for teachers will occur where the school will be closed:

Monday 15 November – school closed for instruction

School is now open on Thursday 11 November after the Kahui Ako PLD day is postponed
to next year
Staffing - 2022 Appointment for the Fixed Term Scale A Teacher position.
Last term we advertised for a fixed term Scale A teacher role in the Tuakana Team (Yr 4-6) for 2022. We
had high interest in the position with quality applicants. I am happy to announce that Ellice Soper has
been appointed to the position. Ellice comes from Pongaroa School, a rural school in the Wairarapa region where she is currently teaching a class of multiple year groups. Ellice is originally from the Southland
area where she schooled and trained as a teacher at Dunedin University. She has bachelor degrees in
Teaching and Applied Management, and has many great skills coming to Mātai Rangatira as a second year
PRT with strengths in science, digital technology, te reo Māori Lvl 4, lifeguard, swimming, waterpolo, flippaball, skier, anything outdoors, triathlons, netball and music, and with outstanding teaching pedagogy
and practice. Her Principal and the school community are very sad to say goodbye. Ellice was also fully
involved in the organisation of the annual pig hunt in Pongaroa this year - a massive community event!
Ellice will be involved in our Move-Up hour on Monday 13 December where you will be able to meet her
before she commences her role next year teaching a Year 5/6 class.
School Policies and Procedures
All our school policies are located on School Docs. These policies and procedures can be accessed online
at anytime by following the links below. A hard copy is printed of all school policies and available on request from the school office. We need our parents/caregivers and staff to help us review these policies as
they comeup for review every 3 years. Please follow the below steps to view and review these policies.
Thank you.
1.
Go to www.schooldocs.co.nz
2.
Click Search for your school – Glentunnel School
3.
Start typing the school’s name and then select it from the dropdown list.
4.
Enter the community username and password.
Username: glentunnel
Password: glenschool
5. Go to Policy Reviews and make a review after reading the policy. Each term we review policies using a
3 year review system. School Policy Reviews for Term 4. Please help review our current policies:

Phase 2 Construction – 45 Hi-vests free to our School
Zoe Robertson (& Jimmy), Managing Director, of Phase 2 Construction has kindly donated 45 hi-vis vests
to the school to give FREE to each new child starting school at Glentunnel. This is incredibly generous and
we are so grateful for the sport given by Phase 2 Construction. Pictured below is Ava and Theo with Zoe.

Coming up next week:

Labour Day – School Closed Monday 25 October

Plant Out Day – Wednesday 27 October – pp Thursday 28 October

Athletics practice – Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Have a wonderful whānau time during Labour Day on Monday. See you all back to school on Tuesday.
Ngā mihi nui,

Ed Trotter
Tumuaki
Certificates presented on Friday 24 September 2.30pm in Rm 4
Ruma Tahi:
Alexander – for his epic descriptive narrative of Jack the Giant. Tino pai Alexander.
Blaze – for his outstanding narrative of Charlie and the Troll. Well written with amazing descriptive language. Ka pai.
Mica—For always being someone we can rely on to make good choices.
Ruma Rua:
Isaac—Welcome to Room 2 and Glentunnel School.
Fergus—For discussing in detail the characters and how they solved their problem in “The Midnight Adventures of Ruru and Kiwi”.
Ruma Toru:
Oscar R—You are being an outstanding role model and trying everything that is asked of you. Great mahi
tahi and manaakitanga!
Lily—You are always considerate of others and help people when they need it. Great whanau ngatanga.
Ruma Whā:
Liam—For fantastic leadership in kapa haka!
Alex F—For a great start to Term 4 by completing your work :)
Ruma Rima:
Theo—For making excellent choices and ignoring distracting behaviour.
James H—For his impeccable manners and using his WITS.
Star of the Week: Harry B – For displaying Manaakitanga to a new student starting school and
being a good role model. Tino pai Harry.

********************LATE CALENDAR ORDER********************
We are going to send through another calendar order early next week. If you missed out with the last run
please let your class teacher know and we will send this through for you.

Home and School News
SALE YARDS
We can’t BBQ and serve food until we are in Level 1, but we have been asked to provide food for the staff
at the sale yards while we are in Level 2. The plan, if we continue to be in Level 2, is for the people who
are rostered to bake and make pies to continue to do this but deliver them to school. The people who are
meant to BBQing, meet at school and make some sandwiches and rolls etc. and take them down to the
sale yards by 9.30am. It took us an hour to make and deliver the food, so it’s much quicker than BBQing!
If you have any questions or are unavailable, let Marion 021 304 985, or Jess 021 163 9669 or Nic 027 228
3017 know.
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!!
Thursday 28th October
BBQing: Nic Hardy & Violet Kumar
Baking: Nic Hardy (S), Missy Broughton & Samantha Musson
Pie: Wendy Rushworth

Community News

Summer Swim Lessons
Rebecca and I would like to thank you for your past support while running Swim lessons in blocks during
the January holidays, at the Darfield pool. We have enjoyed teaching your children to become
comfortable in the water and to swim. There are some changes this summer, the first is that Rebecca
would like to have a break from swim instructing and to spend the summer with her daughter. And the
second is that the lessons will still be offered but under Selwyn Swim School Lessons umbrella. We have
decided on this change to ensure the long-term continuation of quality swim lessons at Darfield pool
during the summer break in January, and for the staffing backup this will provide for us when the
unexpected happens. I (Christina) will still be teaching as usual and will have qualified instructors from
the swim school to help me. The lessons will be 3 Jan – 14 Jan and 17 Jan – 28 Jan, both two-week blocks
of 10 lessons in the mornings, and we will also be beginning some lessons on a Monday during Term 4
and Term 1. Please follow this link to register your interest www.selwyn.govt.nz/swimschoolregistration
Many Thanks
Rebecca & Christina
South Malvern Netball Club
Hi All,
If anyone has any South Malvern netball uniforms at home to return following the end of the season,
could these please be returned to the School Office as soon as possible.
Lucy Richards will collect these from the office next Wednesday 27 th October.
Many thanks.

