Friday 7 May 2021

Dates to remember …
Saturday 8 May Hororata Night Glow
Sunday 9 May Mother’s Day
Monday 10—Friday 14 May Scholastics book fair

Thursday 13 May Better Start Literacy Approach
parent evening

GLENTUNNEL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Tena koutou e te Whānau,
Nau mai, haere mai, welcome... A very warm
welcome back to Term 2 everyone. I hope that
you all had a lovely break and are feeling
refreshed and ready for an exciting term at Mātai
Rangatira - Glentunnel School. It is great to see all
our students looking happy and ready for a busy term of learning. I
am looking forward to leading the school for the term. I love being at
Glentunnel School and working with the wonderful staff, students,
whānau and the BoT.

Monday 17 May Teacher Only Day
Friday 21 May Pink Shirt Day
Wednesday 26 May School Cross Country
Tuesday 1 June School photos

Monday 7 June Queen’s Birthday
Thursday 10 June Malvern Cross Country
Wednesday 23 June Canterbury Cross Country
Saturday 26 June Matariki in Malvern
Thursday 8 July Malvern Speech Competition

Thursday 8 July Art, Soup & Bun evening
Friday 9 July Term 2 ends

Ruma Toru enjoying a brain break in the autumn sun. As part of the
reading programme students take turns to read, choose and lead a
fitness activity for the class.
Curriculum...
This term we have a major focus on Visual
Art as we get ready for our end of term art
exhibition. The theme this year is New
Zealand artists with the major medium
being paint. As always we look forward to
showcasing our learning with you at our annual Art, Soup and Bun
evening.

Following our curriculum focus of Whanaungatanga, Relationships and Getting to
Know You in Term 1 our integrated curriculum focus will be moving to Wai: Water.
The big questions that will lead our learning are ‘How does water affect people and
the land?’ and ‘How do people affect water?’ If you have knowledge of or expertise
in this area or resources that you can access please talk with our kaiako.
The Keeping Ourselves Safe programme will be running this term. An information
letter will be sent home next week about this.
In Week 4 we will be holding our School Cross Country so please encourage
your child to get out and challenge themselves with running. We will have
more information about this event coming home soon.
In Week 7 we will hold our School Speech Competition. These will be in class. Finalists
from these will have the opportunity to represent our school at the Malvern Speech
Competition in Week 8. As preparation for these many students will be writing
persuasive text. I am sure students will be trying their persuasive skills out at home so be
prepared for this.
Learning Partnerships...
Our school has been fortunate to secure funding from the Ministry of Education for our
Year 0/1 classroom teachers to complete the Better Start Literacy Approach professional
learning through the University of Canterbury. This is an integrated classroom literacy
programme for Year 0/1 classrooms to support children’s early reading, writing and oral
language success. If you have received an invite to attend our information evening about
this next week on Thursday 13th May please ensure you send back your RSVP, even if you are not attending, by Tuesday 11th May.
School will be closed to students on Monday 17 May for a Teacher Only Day. Staff will be busy looking at
the learning and assessment tool PaCT in preparation for mid-year reporting later this term.
Scholastics Book Fair - See information further on in this newsletter about our book fair next week. This
is a great opportunity for families to purchase some new books—and every purchase means a donation to
our school.
Wellbeing…
Our School Value focus for the term is Mahi Tahi- Growth Mindset. For the first two
weeks of term students will be unpacking the skill of ‘Learn from Others’.
Have you got some concerns or wonderings about parenting or your child’s wellbeing
that you’d like to discuss with a Mana Ake kaimahi? Please see the attachment in this
newsletter on how to access Mana Ake for support.
We will be joining many in Aotearoa on Friday 21 May to celebrate Pink Shirt Day to
Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop
Bullying! This movement is about spreading aroha and kindness. This will be a mufti
day with a gold coin donation and all funds raised will go to the Mental Health
Foundation.
Safety...
Please ensure your child wears their safety vest to and from school daily.
School is open to students from 8:15am. Please ensure you do not drop your child before
this time as we can not guarantee that a staff member will be present to supervise them.

Staff Bio...

Jamie Cooke is our hardworking caretaker and has looked after
our school for a number of years. As well as keeping the school
looking amazing and fixing things for our teachers and students,
Jamie can often be found supporting teachers and students with
unique outdoor learning opportunities. Outside of school Jamie
enjoys spending time in his garden and tinkering in his shed. If
you see Jamie around please show your gratitude for his mahi.

Anne Cornish is our New Entrant/ Year One teacher.
She is also our Associate Principal and our school SENCO
(Special Needs Educational Coordinator). Anne has a
wealth of knowledge that she brings both to her
classroom and the leadership team. She has enjoyed
many roles in education but has a particular passion
about teaching in the Junior School. Outside of school
Anne enjoys spending time in the garden and spending
time with her extensive family. If you have any questions
about learning in the early years then please do not
hesitate to have a korero with Anne.
Hei konā mai (bye for now)
Jane Wright

News from the Board of Trustees
Kia Ora
The board is very pleased to let you know that the recruitment committee has completed its selection
process for the Principal role. There was an exceptionally high calibre of applications and we were
privileged to interview three very capable shortlisted candidates, each of whom would have brought
unique skills and talents to the role. The fact that we were able to attract such talented people to apply is
a great reflection upon the fantastic reputation that our staff and community have built for our school.
Thank you all for that.
We have chosen to appoint Ed Trotter as our new Principal. As a result of Ed’s application, his references
and his interview, the committee has every confidence that Ed will be an outstanding leader for our
tamariki, our staff and our wider community. Ed has a great deal of leadership experience in schools,
including his current role as the Principal at Miramar Central School in Wellington. We were convinced

that he demonstrated all the skills necessary to meet all the challenges of the Principal role, and believe
that he is very well suited to engage with our community and maintain the special and inclusive character
of Glentunnel school.
Ed will commence with us in Term 3, with a brief introductory visit near the end of Term 2. We all look
forward to welcoming him to our community then.
We wish to again sincerely thank Jane Wright for agreeing to perform the interim Principal Role for Term
2. We are sure that the school will thrive under her leadership.
Ben.
Board Chair

Awards This Week
Hadley—Welcome to Room 2 and Glentunnel School.
Ivy—Welcome to Room 2 and Glentunnel School.
Aria—Welcome to Room 2 and Glentunnel School.
William—Welcome to Room 2 and Glentunnel School.
Sacha—Welcome to Room 2 and Glentunnel School.
Georgia—For the care and reflection you have shown with your writing!
Max—For being considerate and making good choices in class.
Nikolai—For showing manaakitanga and whanaungatanga so others feel included.
Rose—For her detailed art and using clear expression when reading.
Daisy—For having a positive and enthusiastic start to term two!
Emma—For having superb time management skills.
Blaez—For sharing the wonderful book he wrote, as well as the process he went through
from draft(s) to publishing.
Ruby L—For her mahi and positive attitude towards her home learning this week.
And the Star of the Week goes to—Harry B—You are sharing your Literacy learning and helping your
classmates with your modelling. Great mahi tahi!

Community News
Glentunnel Museum
Are YOU interested in the history of Coalgate, Glentunnel and
Whitecliffs areas?
Volunteers are need to help with

Archiving exhibits

Hosting visitors

and or joining the Committee
All residents are invited to the Annual General Meeting 7.30 pm Thursday 20 May 2021
At Glentunnel Museum, 3 Philip Street
Enquiries: Pam Reynolds 03 3182 377

Malvern Mana Ake Drop ins
Have you got some concerns or wonderings about parenting or your child’s wellbeing that you’d like to discuss with a Mana Ake kaimahi.
What: Drop-in sessions with Mana Ake kaimahi.
When: By appointment with Mana Ake Kaimahi at your School or
Well-being Hub (Darfield Primary Old Dental Clinic) Thursday 9.30am-3.00pm.
Where: Well-being Hub (Darfield Primary Old Dental Clinic)
Your local School by appointment.
Why: Being a parent is a tough job and from time to time we all need a little help and encouragement.
Booking time option: It is as simple as speaking with your Mana Ake Kaimahi and booking your dropin session (30mins to 45mins) at Well-being Hub and or at your School.
Some areas you might like to discuss in these sessions are sleeping, eating, anxiety, establishing and
maintaining routines, managing difficult behavior.
If you have any questions about these sessions, please see Laura Mills
lauram@psusi.org.nz 027 303 7867

"Colour Fun Run"
Greendale School and Community invites any keen students to join in this colourful fun event.
$5 per child or family of 3 for $10.
You can bring or purchase a coffee or tea and sausage in bread and watch students and/or family
take part in a colourful fun run/walk around obstacles.
Whanau and community will have the chance to throw powder paint over the students as they run
around obstacles.
All proceeds go to our school and community swimming pool development.
Thank-you for supporting us.








Sunday 16th May at the Greendale domain
11am the gates open, and the fun will begin shortly after
Sausage sizzle to follow (purchase on the day), event finished by 1pm (or earlier)
Hoping to get a coffee cart too
Students:Wear old clothes, togs, dress ups and bring a towel and change of clothes to wear home
Family members can join in with students too, it’s a “fun event”

Chicken Pox
Please be aware that Chicken Pox seems to be doing the rounds again. For further
information and advice please check out the Ministry of Health website: https://
www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses/
chickenpox

Scholastics Book Fair

Our Book Fair will be held next week from Monday 10 May until Friday 14 May. Examples of some of the
books available are shown above. Books will be on display in the office foyer. Children and families are
welcome to come and have a look through—children will be able to look through the books during the
first half of lunchtime (12.30—1 pm). Any questions, please ask Alison in the office.

