PROSPECTUS
To be a Christian School that partners with Whānau to produce
young people who know who they are, whose they are and
what they are called to do.
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Message from the Principal
“To be a dynamic Christian school that produces outstanding Godly young
people who will have a lasting positive impact in the community, our country
and the nations.”
This is what we see, and this is what we seek to develop right here in the heart
of the Far North of Aotearoa, New Zealand.
The five key areas we focus on are:
● Christian Special Character - this is our primary focus and is what makes
our school unique. Setting our students up for success . . . for life.
● Excellence in learning - we focus on quality teaching and learning and
the best possible resources so that our students can excel to their
individual and unique God-given potential.
● Standards - students are expected to ‘live-out’ good Christian
character and morals.
o Be on time.
o Be in uniform.
o Be prepared.
o Be ‘on’ with your attitude.
● Whanau - as a school which has students from Year 1-13, we have a
strong sense of whanau and community. Caring for each other, right
through the school, continually for years - that is who and what we are!
● Enjoyment - we firmly believe that for students to achieve success in
school they must enjoy their education. Therefore, making school
enjoyable is a key focus for us.
In essence, I’m all about effective Godly input and quality teaching and
learning. That’s our direction, that’s our journey. If this resonates with you,
then I sincerely hope to meet you in person soon.
Thanks,

Mark Tan
Principal
Kaitaia Abundant Life School
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Mission Statement
To be a Christian school that partners with families to produce young people who
know who they are, know whose they are, and know what they have got to do.

Vision Statement
To be a dynamic Christian School that produces outstanding Godly young people
who will have a lasting impact in the community, our country and the nations.

Values
Faith, Excellence, Whanaungatanga.

The Path Behind
Know who you are
It all began in 1988 with one class of 23 primary students, one teacher, and a small
community of dedicated, hardworking, visionary and generous parents committed
to having their children engage with a Godly education. Since then Abundant Life
School has developed, through continued parent and community support, to
become an excellent Christian education organisation, providing primary and
secondary education for families in the Far North.

The school was established by the Kaitaia Abundant Life Centre Trust in 1988 and
became a registered private primary school in 1989. In 1992 it was registered as a
private secondary school and on 1 April 1996 became an integrated area school for
students from Year 1 to Year 13.

Small classes, high expectations and personal accountability have contributed to
the success of past students, many of whom have gone on to university tertiary
training, teaching, nursing, professional sport and many other trades and
occupations throughout the nation and overseas.
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Special Character
It is all about Him.
One of our school’s greatest assets is our Christian special character. Here at KALS:
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Bible is acknowledged as the inspired word of God and used regularly in
all aspects of teaching and learning
Prayer and praise are regular aspects of daily routines
The school’s devotional programme is a key part of who and what we are
All classes are taught by Christian teachers delivering the national curriculum
and upholding a Biblical worldview in all they teach
The school partners with parents in their God-given mandate: to “train up a
child in the way they should go”
Christian values are woven holistically throughout the fabric of our teaching.

In essence, it is not an add on - it is who and what we are.

Class Structures
Continuity is key
Classes in Years 1 - 6 have a teacher for the core curriculum, most of which is
sourced from the Interact Curriculum, a Christian-based, Kiwi-created integrated
curriculum, focused on making learning practical, relatable and relevant.
New Entrants students (Y1) are introduced to the culture and ethos of the school
through a range of educational and developmental activities. When the student is
ready, they are introduced to reading and numeracy programmes and the wider
curriculum, which is progressive and engaging. Every effort is made to ensure that
students in the early years are set up for success - enjoying their schooling, making
good progress and gaining solid foundations in preparation for the future.
Classes in Years 7 - 13 each have a form room and a form teacher who maintains a
pastoral interest in each student’s welfare and progress. Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students
rotate amongst specialist teachers during their day ensuring superb preparation
well in advance for NCEA. Year 10 students have the opportunity to acquire credits
in advance for NCEA Level 1, providing them with experience with NCEA prior to
Year 11 whilst also giving them a positive start to their quest for NCEA L1.
In Years 11 - 13 students select subjects for NCEA achievement, taught by a range of
subject specialists and tutors. Engagement with other training agencies, online
education and outside courses further enrich the senior programme. The Gateway
and S.T.A.R. Programmes give senior students work experience and opportunities to
earn credits on the National Qualifications framework in tertiary courses such
automotive, carpentry, hairdressing, barista etc.
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Throughout the school much attention is given to individual growth and
achievement with students being offered the opportunity to accelerate,
consolidate or (at senior level) pursue alternatives depending on their need. The
pursuit of excellence* in all areas is both expected and encouraged.
* We define excellence as an individual doing their absolute best so as to reach their
full and unique potential.

Curriculum
Set our students up for success
We teach the New Zealand National Curriculum. Notwithstanding this, each subject
is taught from a Biblical perspective and Christian precepts and values are
holistically woven right throughout the fabric of our teaching and our programmes.
Throughout the school we use the SOLO taxonomy to develop and foster deeper
thinking in all students.
As a staff, we purposefully consider each individual student at the start of every
year, looking at strengths, personality and giftings. This is reviewed throughout the
year with staff adapting their teaching practice and programme so as to best cater
for the student. This is one of our core strengths as a school. Furthermore, as the
students mature, we begin to engage with the learning of key people skills,
communication skills, financial literacy and planning, and much more. We want to
set our students up for success, not just here at school, but in life.
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Note the following curriculum features:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Developing a knowledge of God: His nature and character
Developing character that is conformed to God’s image
Academic excellence
Emphasis on high standards
Catering for individual learning styles
Requiring a range of thinking skills
Relating school life to real life
We want to see students know who they are in God, and have a strong sense
of identity, value and purpose.

At Primary (Year 1 - 6) level the emphasis is on scriptural foundation and
competency in literacy and numeracy.
At Years 7 - 10, the emphasis is on making wise choices, growing in identity and
gaining greater skills and experience in the core curriculum and option subjects.
At Years 11 - 13 the emphasis is on the practical application of Biblical principles to
real life and the completion of the relevant NCEA Levels.

Reporting
Partnership. Real partnership.
Teachers formally report to parents through written reports and parent teacher
interviews (PTIs). If at any time you wish to meet a staff member, a meeting can be
arranged through the school office or by contacting the teacher directly. We would
rather have more communication than less!

Homework
Let kids be kids; they learn better that way.
We believe that our students operate at their best when they are operating as they
should be in their environment. In fact, research shows that homework has little to
no benefit to bettering student achievement. At school we expect the student to
learn as students at school. At home we want students to be kids, children, like they
should be: doing the dishes, tidying the house, playing with the whanau - life! As a
result, homework is minimal in our kura. Any homework given is relevant to the
students learning and on an “as needed” basis.
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Extra-curricular Activities
We live in the best part of the universe
Organic. Authentic. Real. This is how we want our learning to be.
To achieve this, our students are involved in a wide range of extra-curricular activities
with field trips planned for each and every term. Some of the opportunities include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Leadership training
Gateway programme
STAR programme - tertiary courses while at secondary school.
Sports at all levels including inter-house, inter-school, Saturday teams, etc.
Cultural competitions, music, dance, drama, speech
Kapa Haka
Careers trips for seniors
Camps and field trips Bands, rock quest, talent quest House competition
events
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Facilities
Thank you to the Kaitaia Abundant Life Centre Trust
Abundant Life School occupies approximately 7 acres of land at 11 North Road,
Kaitaia. The site itself is occupied under an agreement with the Proprietors who are
the Trustees of the Kaitaia Abundant Life Centre Trust. The buildings are in 4 blocks:
●
●
●
●
●

A Block - Administration, Secondary syndicate class rooms, Staffroom, Library
& Auditorium.
B Block - Senior syndicate
C Block - Primary syndicate
D Block - Secondary syndicate
G Block - Music

The school has two adventure playgrounds, a sports field, tennis/netball courts,
covered court, 300+ capacity staged auditorium and a gym. Further developments
are mapped out for the future.
In addition, the School has access to the following:
●
●
●
●
●

Workshops at the Kaitaia Intermediate School for technology
Marae for cultural experiences
Local sports facilities
Te Ahu Library
Kaitaia Te Ahu Centre for indoor activities requiring bigger premises
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Standard of Conduct
You achieve what you aim for
A major aim of this school is to foster Christian character in the lives of our students.
We teach the head and the heart; depth of character is important. To this end, we
pay close attention to conduct and dress, hereby setting a culture and atmosphere
where high standards of conduct are normal.
You will find that our students are honouring in their speech and conversation. Our
students speak life into each other by doing the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Addressing people by their known and proper name
Addressing adults by their appropriate title
Being gratitude and thankful
Complimenting and encouraging each other often and freely
Engaging in good humour and being at ease with each other
Speaking to others with grace
Welcoming guests openly

“Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how
to talk to one another.” Galatians 4 v 6
Students walkout their school days in a self-disciplined and considerate manner.
Examples of this include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Following and obeying school rules and procedures
Being diligent and conscientious in their work
Being kind and considerate to one another
Looking after their own and other’s property
Being friendly and helpful
Treating others as they would like to be treated

“Live in a manner that is worthy of the Lord, pleasing Him in every respect, bearing
fruit in every good work.” Colossians 1 v 10
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Our students have a positive and caring attitude. Examples of this include:
●
●
●
●
●

Knowing that God loves them
Knowing that they are of great value
Knowing that they can be successful in whatever the Lord has for them
Knowing that their teachers and this school have their best interests at heart
Encouraging, affirming and being thoughtful to others

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of
you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus...” - Philippians 2 v 3-5

Know who you are.
Know whose you are.
Know what you have to do.

Governance
The strategic and higher perspective
The Proprietors of the school are the trustees of the Kaitaia Abundant Life Centre
Trust and their role is to administer the property (land and buildings) and to ensure
the school operates within, and maintains, its Special Character.
The Abundant Life School Board of Trustees are the legal governors of the school.
The Board consists of Parent representatives, Proprietor representatives, the Principal,
a Staff representative and a Student representative. It is the Board’s responsibility to
set policies which govern the direction of the school. This includes the appointment
of all staff. Board of Trustee elections are held every 3 years.

Attendance Dues and Activity Fees
Keeping the ship sailing
The Proprietors of an integrated school undertake to provide the land and the
buildings. The Ministry of Education allows them to recover their costs through an
annual Attendance Due, which provides and maintains our buildings, land,
concrete areas etc. Details of Attendance Dues are available from the school
office.
Additional fees may be charged for events or activities that are optional and not
part of the core curriculum.
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Enrolment Policy
Joining the team
Our school endeavours to offer a high-quality Christian education as an extension of
the Christian home.
In alignment with the Ministry of Education’s provisions for our special character
school, “Preference” of enrolment is given to students when the Proprietor is satisfied
that the parents have sufficient connection with the Special Christian Character of
the school. A completed Pastor/Minister reference form is required from the church
the family currently and regularly attend for “Preference” enrolment. The Ministry of
Education provides 26 “non-preference” spaces in our school which are always in
high demand but sometimes available.
PROCEDURE FOR ENROLMENT
1. Understand the uniqueness of Abundant Life School as a special Christian
character school.
a. Request an enrolment pack from the school office
b. Request a visit of school if required.
2. Complete the enrolment pack and return to the school office
3. An interview with the Principal and member of the Proprietor’s Trust will be
scheduled for parents with your child/ren provided the enrolment pack has
been completed in full.
4. Parents advised of the outcome of the interview within 48 hours.
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KNOW WHO YOU ARE.
KNOW WHOSE YOU ARE.
KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO.
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11 North Road - P O Box 246 - Kaitaia 0410
NEW ZEALAND
Phone: 0064 09-4082671
Email: office@abundantlife.school.nz
Website: www.abundantlife.school.nz
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