KELSON TIMES
From The Principal
8th June 2022
Kia ora e te whānau
I hope you all enjoyed the long weekend and managed to do something nice with your whānau.
The last two weeks have been fairly challenging for the team. We have had a lot of staff absences due to
isolating as household contacts, Covid and other illness. There has been a lot of juggling and amazing
teamwork to keep the school running and the children’s school environment as settled as possible.
It is important for you to be aware that there could be the possibility of the school requesting whānau to
keep their children at home, if we are unable to provide sufficient cover due to too many staff being away
at any one time. There are currently no relievers available at short notice so we have been covering classes
with our part time teachers, leadership team and doubling up. If this were to happen, we would still provide
supervision for any children of families unable to keep their children at home, and would provide online
learning for those at home (Hybrid Model). We are however doing everything we can to avoid this scenario.
We are also continuing to see higher than normal child absences. Once again we thank you for being so
vigilant with keeping your children at home if they are unwell. I know this is not always easy, and we do
really appreciate your efforts.
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you all that we still highly recommend mask wearing for
children from Year 4 upwards.
As always, we value your feedback about our school, so please feel free to send me an email, pop in and see
me or give me a ring.
Last words from me today: All children need is a little help, a little hope, and someone who believes in them.
Ngā mihi nui
Jude Pemberton
principal@kelson.school.nz

Welcome

Values Recipients

We welcome Maryam Raza and
her family to Kelson School.
We also welcome Caleb Whitaker
who joins brother Nate,
and Sammy Tod who joins
sister Ruby.

Children who do the RITE thing at Kelson!
Congratulations to these children:

Tess Bonner-Gaskin, Zara Hailes, Brooklyn
Theodore, Arlo Goodall, Ruan Alberts-Botha,
Holly Joines, Sharvesh Senthil Raja, Vivaan
Narwal, Billie Boyle, Ian Cai, Isaac Malcolm,
Isaac Ataalla, Mitchell Clifton, Clark Benson,
Cori Newson, Taviksha Boora, Rose Palmer,
Stephen Ataalla, Dexter Huston, Gemma
Lane, Eleanor Todd and Mason Daley
who received a R.I.T.E values award in
Week 4. I really enjoy having morning tea
with the children and finding out about what
they enjoy about Kelson School and their
learning, and any ideas they may have to
make our school a better place.

What’s On Top
EMERGENCY KITS
Thank you to all of the families who have
sent in their child’s emergency packs. If you
have not done this yet, please do so ASAP.
To be prepared for an emergency, we
require ALL children to bring to school the
following Items:
 Small tin meal (can be eaten cold)
 Small tin of fruit
 Snack items
 6-10 (wrapped) barley sugar lollies
 Plastic spoon
 Large plastic bag (large black bin liners)
The items are to be packed into a plastic
container. Please remember to NAME each
child’s pack.
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to the Kaushik family on the
arrival of baby Omanshee.
A sister for Amaanya and Krishav.

SPARE CLOTHES
Now that we are experiencing some colder
and wet weather, it would be wise to send
your children along to school with spare
clothing in their bags in case they get muddy
during their lunchtime. We are also very
short of pants for 5 year olds through to 8
year olds to change children into. If you
haven’t returned any clothes borrowed from
school, please return them ASAP, or if you
are able to donate some for our supplies,
that would be hugely appreciated.

Sports News
Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge

On Thursday, 26th May, thirty-six Kelson School
tamariki braved the chilly weather and participated
in the Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge in
Wainuiomata. It was awesome to see them all
helping and encouraging each other to finish the
course - great TEAMWORK!

Wellington Saints Basketball Visit

Our Year 3 and 4 Basketball Players were very
fortunate to have a training session with Wellington
Saints Basketball players – Tom Vodanovich,
Rangimarie Dougall-Mita and Joshua Tutagalevao.
The kids had an absolute blast and learnt some
awesome new skills!

Garden Club News
The bumper potato harvest provided two yummy
cooking experiences and now the bed has been
planted with a cover crop of mustard, oat and lupin
seed. This will be left to replenish the soil until
Spring.
Our gardeners have dug over and fertilised a box in
preparation for planting beetroot.
Now is the time to plant:
Garlic - ready in 170 days
Beetroot - ready in 90+ days
Kale - ready in 60+ days
Broccoli - ready in 60-120 days
Bok Choy - ready in 20-40 days
Tips From Our Gardeners:
Protect your plants with layers of pea straw mulch.
Harvest your broccoli when the heads are tight to get
the best flavour.
And remember ALL the broccoli is edible.
Happy Winter gardening everyone!
Mrs Cuthbert and the School Gardeners

Enviro Club News
Kelson Terrific Toynado
The next project the Enviro Club is undertaking is a ‘Kelson Terrific Toynado’. The purpose of this is to
reduce the number of new toys, books and games that are being purchased as well as reusing and recycling
those that families have outgrown or no longer play with.
In order for this to be a success, we need your help. We are asking for donations of used good quality toys,
books and games (that a child can carry). The Enviro Club will be collecting the donations from each Hub in
the week 20-23 June.
The Enviro Club thanks you in advance for your support of this new initiative.

Kelson Star!
Emily Oldengarm was shortlisted for the Upper Hutt Libraries Short Story Challenge this year.
There was an awards ceremony and Emily came second in her age group with her story “The Mysterious
Girls.” Emily’s story was published in a short stories book. Congratulations Emily on such an amazing
achievement!
We have included Emily’s story for you to read - enjoy!
Once upon a time there were 3 triplets called Crystal, Elsie and Emily. Their mum and
dad were called Cora and Dunken. Their last name was Martin. One day when the
triplets went exploring in the woods they got lost. Elsie said she was super scared and
Crystal said she and Emily would surround her if a scary monster 👹 came. Emily had
said nothing the whole time and Crystal asked her what was wrong. Emily finally said
that she missed Cora and Dunken a lot. Crystal said it was okay. Elsie said that she was
pretty sure that Crystal was the bravest of the three. Emily agreed. It was Crystal's turn
to say nothing and she blushed. Finally, she spoke up and said that maybe they should
walk forwards now and stop talking because otherwise they wouldn't even have a
chance to find Cora and Dunken. Emily and Elsie agreed. Then they stopped talking and
started walking. Suddenly Elsie shouted aloud that she saw Cringe in front of them and
Emily and Crystal said that they saw Cringe too. Cringe had seen them too and ran
towards them. She told them she was very lost. Emily said that they were lost too.
Cringe said that she had seen their house 🏡. Crystal excitedly asked Cringe where she
had seen their house 🏠. Cringe said to just follow her because otherwise they were
going to be dinner for a monster. Elsie asked “Why exactly are we going to be dinner
for a monster?” Cringe said that there was a monster that was haunting the cave that
led to their house 🏡. "We have to collect a lot of sticks because the monster loves sticks and catching them. If we
throw the sticks behind us the monster would slowly chew on the sticks and we should quickly run to the end of the
cave. Got it?" The other girls said "Yes!" They got a lot of sticks and then went into the cave and Cringe was right,
there was a monster haunting the cave. The monster was about to eat them but Cringe quickly shouted "Throw the
sticks behind you!" The monster ran past them chasing the sticks and then they quickly ran out of the cave and saw
their house. Cora and Dunken came running outside and hugged them. "We were so worried about you! Who is that
friend with you?" Emily said "Her name is Cringe. She helped us find you." Then Cringe asked if she could live with
them and they all said she could. "Yay!" she said. They went inside and ate dinner because they were hungry after
their adventure. They lived happily ever after. The end.

Bank Account Details
Kelson School Board Of Trustees Account – Voluntary School Donations and fees such as Sports, Technology, etc
02 0528 0314753 00
Kelson School Fundraising Account – Fundraising Events
02 0528 0239028 00
Please put your child’s name, class and what you are paying for as reference

Events Calendar
Week 6:
Friday 10th June: Kapa Haka

Week 7:
Tuesday 14th June: Central Zone Cross Country
Wednesday 15th June: Assembly - Live Streamed
Thursday 16th June: Central Zone Cross Country Postponement
Thursday 16th June: Year 2/3 Gymnastics Festival
Thursday 16th June: Assembly - Live Streamed
Friday 17th June: Kapa Haka

Week 8:
Tuesday 21st June: Little Dog Barking Show - Juniors
Tuesday 21st June: BOT Meeting
Friday 24th June: Matariki Holiday – SCHOOL CLOSED

Week 9:
Tuesday 28th June: Matariki Day Celebrations - more info to come
Tuesday 28th June: Inter Zone Cross Country
Thursday 30th June: Inter Zone Cross Country Postponement
Friday 1st July: Kapa Haka

