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Educating Your Way - What Sets Us Apart
Warren Bennis, in the introduction to his book; ‘On
Becoming a Leader’ writes that ‘Leadership is an elusive
concept; like beauty it’s hard to define, but you know it
when you see it’. Teaching and learning of your child
can’t be elusive!!
As a parent of a student at Rotorua Intermediate, I
want you to be able to see that RI teachers are working
to provide relevant and challenging teaching and learning
programmes for your child. I want you to be able to
evidence that your child is making progress as a learner,
through their engagement in these programmes. I also want you to experience our staff,
modelling our school motto of ‘Courage and Commitment’, in their efforts to identify the
learning needs of your child, and then providing teaching and learning opportunities, to
ensure they achieve beyond their perceived ability. Evidencing progress can’t be elusive.
As Principal at Rotorua Intermediate, I don’t want my leadership to be regarded as elusive. I
want to be seen as a responsible leader who inspires students, and teachers, to be the best
they can be. I intend to inspire others by being a continuous learner myself, and modelling
my ’Courage and Commitment’ to be the best Principal I can.
Part of this challenge was completing my Masters of Educational Leadership (1st Class
Honours) to ensure your child’s school is being lead by a knowledgeable and skilled
Principal. However, leadership is not just about wisdom, it’s also about having strong core
values to direct one’s moral compass. The values I live by, are also those values we at
Rotorua Intermediate strive to model, and work to embed in our students.
The values driving our moral compass are.
Respect for Self
Respect for Others
Responsibility for your Actions
Strong, embedded values helps enhance a value driven school culture.
This means myself and staff, being committed to promoting in our students, strong values,
self managing and collaborative skills, to best cope in the unpredictable world, which they
are growing into.
As a quality professional staff, we believe our approach at RIS will stimulate your child to
develop into confident, connected, lifelong learners, and that they will leave our school with
a courageous ‘Respect for Self’, with positive learning strategies, and with respect for their
potential, and their talents.
Leadership, quality teaching and learning, and a values driven school culture are definitely
not elusive at Rotorua Intermediate.
Garry de Thierry
Principal
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Our Board of Trustees appreciate the uniqueness of the developmental stages students
at Rotorua Intermediate are all going through as ‘Emerging Adolescence’ therefore
have employed two staff to make up our Mauri Ora Team, to support students during
their time here. The team consists of an experienced mentor and 1 qualified
counsellor who are trained to help students confront and work through the
adjustments pertaining to the physical, emotional, social and intellectual challenges,
experienced at various stages throughout their time at Rotorua Intermediate.
The Team; Whaea Susan (Lead Counsellor) and Whaea Amanda (student mentor) have
their base in our school’s Te Whare Mauri Ora. This is a safe area for all students,
where students can read or engage in a range of social activities. Susan and Amanda
also use this space to undertake ’restorative chats’ with students, teachers and parents.
The Mauri Ora Team follows our school’s philosophy of always striving to resolve issues
through a restorative rather than a punitive approach; supporting students through
listening and seeking understanding rather than blaming and encouraging students to
discover their potential rather than labelling students and thereby restricting the
development of their ‘growth mindset’.
Depending on the nature of the issues, Susan and Amanda act as the supportive link
between school and home as we all strive to ensure Rotorua Intermediate is a safe and
successful learning campus for all
students. They consistently strive to
influence students attitude to
becoming positive contributors to
society, while maximising students’
potential as life long learners.
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Kia ora koutou.
My name is Dean Henderson and I am the Learning Support
Coordinator at Rotorua Intermediate. I have over 20 years
experience as an educator The role of the LSC has two main
components, they are: attendance and engagement; and
supporting students to access learning appropriate to their
needs.

As a parent/caregiver you can contact me if you are having
difficulties getting your child to school or if you would like to
discuss your child’s learning needs. I don’t work directly with
students but can help you liaise with services within school
and the community. If you would like to access my support
simply ring the school office and ask for Dean.

Rotorua Intermediate staff and students invite prospective parents & school community
to engage through informative and interactive presentations.
Experience the possibilities and opportunities that will inspire and motivate your child’s
learning.
Bring Your Own Learning Chromebook 2022
Anytime anywhere ubiquitous learning
Future Focussed Specialist Programmes
Coding, Graphic Design,Design Engineering,Music Performance

Manaakitanga
School Wide Positive Behaviour
Caring...Supporting..Nurturing
Rumaki/Te Reo Rua
Ko ngā ākonga kai te Whataumanawa Ō te ako, Mō te ako.
Student Leadership
Developing our future leaders

What to bring: your curiosity, your questions and your
thoughts…
When:
Time:
Where:

Thursday 2 September 2021
5:30pm - 6:30pm
Rotorua Intermediate
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Our Whanau Learning environment has been co-constructed to enhance our supportive school culture. This
is about establishing inclusive learning opportunities within a Whanau (Family) type structure. This learning
environment we believe enriches our school's culture through mixed social and academic engagement, that
enables progress and achievement through collaborative approaches that fosters respect for self and others.
As a school we are privileged to work with and have a close partnership with Ngati Whakaue kaumatua. This
relationship benefits all our students as residents of Rotorua in having a positive understanding of local iwi,
local history and traditional Maori tikanga. 'From Knowledge and awareness grows understanding and
respect'.
Whanau Koromatua
The Koromatua, Te Roro o te Rangi, Tunohopu, Pukaki, Taeotu, Hurungaterangi and Te Rangiiwaho (our
specialist team) are recognised as the six main ancestors from who all of Ngati Whakaue descends. Each of
these ancestors are chiefs in their own right and are recognised for the mana that they brought to Ngati
Whakaue and indeed, all of Te Arawa.
Whanau Vision
“To enable all learners to walk tall with the knowledge of our mana, our identity and our place in our world. Every learner will
feel valued and have a sense of belonging through success in physical, social, cultural, academic experiences, connecting to the
legacy of our Koromatua.”

Ko wai te toa, no wai te toa? Ko Hurungaterangi e tū nei!
We are Hurangaterangi, named after one of the prestigious
Koromātua of Ngāti Whakaue, and is a descendant of Tutanekai.
Ko Moerangi te maunga
Ko Te-Rotorua-nui-a-Kahumatamomoe te moana
Ko Puarenga te awa
Ko Te Arawa te waka
Ko Ngāti Whakaue nui tonu te iwi
Ko Ngāti Hurungaterangi te hapū
Ko Hurungaterangi te whare tūpuna
Ko Whaingārangi te wharekai
Ko Hurungaterangi te marae.

Our vision for our whānau is to establish long-lasting relationships,
mould courageous learners just like Hurungaterangi was, and construct
a foundation of grounding for the students with the support of our
school values.
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Pukaki Whanau is named after Ngati Whakaue Koromatua Pukaki,
renowned warrior and leader. Pukaki was born at Kaiweka at Mokoia
Island, the son of Taiwere, brother of Ariariterangi, and Tamiuru, a
daughter of Te Takinga of Ngati Pikiao.

Pukaki Whanau’s mission is to provide opportunities that will enable
all students to have a long term love of learning – that they view
learning as fun, see it as important, see the value of working with
others and place importance on being part of a whanau and wider
school community.
Kaua e rangiruatia te hapai o te hoe; e kore to tatou waka e u ki uta
‘Do not lift the paddle out of unison or our canoe will never reach the
shore.’

“Ka puta nei au ki Taeotu mokai kaka ko au anake”
“I have escaped all dangers and returned to place peace on the
land” (Tunohopu)
Our whanau is named after one of Ngati Whakaue Koromatua
“TAEOTU” who is the grandson of Tunohopu.
Our vision is to foster a collaborative, creative and active learning
community, promoting identity where all learners are valued and active
contributors.
We recognise that all students and teachers within our whanau bring a
wide variety of skills and strengths that are valued and celebrated.
Taeotu whanau members are encouraged to push themselves outside of
their comfort zone, to embrace challenge, to care for others, to lead and to
achieve excellence.
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Te Rangiiwaho was the son of Te Kata of Ngati Whakaue and Waoku of Ngati
Uenukukopako/Ngati Raukawa and was born in Kawaha. Te Rangiiwaho
married Kumaramaoa a grandaughter of Hurungaterangi. His was also
nephew to Te Roro o te rangi and Tunohopu.
He whakatauki nō Te Rangiiwaho:

"Whiria te kaha, tua makatia, e motu honoa, purutia Rotorua"
"Plait the rope, double it if needs be, splice it if it breaks, but hold Rotorua".
This Whakatauki speaks about us as a whanau doing all that needs to be
done to achieve success. We will be a resilient whanau who does not shy
away from a challenge. Working together, we will support one another and
work collaboratively to achieve excellence for every student. We will
celebrate our successes and utilise every student’s unique strengths to build
up everyone in the whanau.

Through Whanaungatanga we aim to develop culturally responsive,
productive members of society confident in their identity. Through our
unique curriculum contexts will develop students who value Māori ways
of knowing, being and learning. We hope to strengthen in them the
characteristics that will help them to be successful in whatever life
paths they choose. We expect to collaborate with students and their
Whānau to create meaningful learning experiences to enrich their
learning lives and make them hopeful for their futures.
“Hei aha au te mate noa ake, i taku pa karito ka tupu” Na Tunohopu
"And what if I should die, when my legacy, my descendants live on"
said Tunohopu
This whakatauki is about resilience andservice. Our ancestor
Tunohopu left his people to go to Taupo to rescue his son Taioperua,
who had been kidnapped and was presumed dead. His
iwi, Ngāti Whakaue, were distraught and pleaded with him not to go. In
his address to them he spoke the above words, reassuring them that
even if something happened to him, they were his
‘pa karito’, his descendants, his legacy’. Their lives would go on and the
mahi that he did would be carried on through them.
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The Year 8 Girls class provides a learning experience that enables our young women to develop strong
leadership and positive social skills. It is designed so that they are
nurtured in a caring environment with other girls of their age
whereby the girls are required to step out of their comfort zone and
give everything a go, and to be acknowledged for it. Real life skills
are provided to help prepare the girls before they venture off into
high school.
Self-management is a major part of the girls’ learning. They are
encouraged to work with their peers on set tasks that are created
for them in class but within a time frame tailored to their needs. The
teacher facilitates the learning by providing tools and strategies to
help the girls move forward with their thinking and learning.
Education outside the classroom is a major component of the girls
learning too. Community service and environmental sustainability
are elements of the girls’ program that will enable them to grow in
confidence, self-belief, trust, teamwork and empathy towards others. This will help build leadership qualities
in each individual allowing them to apply for various leadership positions within the school community.

The purpose of this class is to provide boys with a wide range of
learning experiences in a unique environment. Males and females
are different. This is no secret. Not only do they learn differently,
but they also express things differently, laugh at different things,
deal with things differently, and enjoy different things. This class
not only provides the boys with opportunities to practise being
good students, but it also gives them a place to practise being
good men.
The boys are encouraged to develop respect for themselves. It
begins with our school uniform. Integrity is discussed and defined
as the boys explore why we need to do the right thing at all times,
even when no one is looking. This mind set can be transferred to their class work in their pursuit of personal
excellence and attention to detail. These actions enable them to be true role models within the school.
Showing respect toward others is an important aspect of this class. We often interact with Hine Kaha (the
Year 8 Girls' Class) and the boys are taught to act with maturity, respect, and gentlemanly manners towards
both female students and adults. Showing respect to adults, even in challenging circumstances, is an
important behaviour in Nga Tama Toa. The boys practise picking the right time and method to express their
opinions and thoughts. As role models, respectful treatment of our younger Year 7's is always at the
forefront of our minds.
By taking responsibility for their actions and their learning, the boys
become more empowered. Honesty is an essential component of
integrity. Learning to accept, and deal with, both positive and negative
consequences is sometimes a tough lesson to learn. As can be
identifying your academic abilities and choosing your next focus of
improvement.
Nga Tama Toa (a group a strong male leaders). Our philosophy is to
build young male leaders that are physically, culturally, and socially
aware to know their place in the community and possess empathy for
others in our ever changing world. To be life long learners!
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Student Name

____________________________________

All relevant sections must be completed to ensure enrolment at Rotorua
Intermediate School. Information must be true and correct. Permission must be
indicated by parent/caregiver and student signature where indicated.

Enrolment, Dental and Internet
forms are to be removed from
booklet, signed and returned to
Rotorua Intermediate School office.
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Courage & Commitment
Kia Kaha, Kia Maia
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ROTORUA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL ENROLMENT APPLICATION
Please tick appropriate category

In zone enrolment
1. Siblings of our current students (Rotorua Intermediate). Category 1 out of zone
2. Siblings of past students. Category 2 out of zone
3. Children of past students. Category 3 out of zone
4. Children of Staff members. Category 4 out of zone
5. All other students. Category 5 out of zone

Please enclose copy of Birth Certificate or Passport - If not a NZ Citizen - Visa document
Surname: ______________________________________________ Date of Birth ___________________
Male / Female: (Please circle)
NZ Citizenship
YES / NO (Please circle)
First Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Present School: (at time of enrolment & 2 previous schools if applicable please)
______________________________________________________

_

Ethnic Group e.g. Maori / European / Other __________________________________________________
Tribal Affiliation if Maori: ________________________________
Ngati Whakaue Descent - Please tick if you are.
Does your child have any special education needs? Learning, Behaviour, English as a second language, Etc?
(Please Specify:)

Father of Child: ____________________________________________________________
(First Name)
(Surname)
Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________
(Home)
(Work)
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________
Cellphone: _______________________ Occupation: _____________________________
Mother of Child: ___________________________________________________________
(First Name)
(Surname)
Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________
(Home)
(Work)
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________
Cellphone: _______________________ Occupation: _____________________________
Short Term Rental

Long Term Rental / Own Home

Short Term Temporary Residence

Long Term Temporary Residence
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Procedures that will be undertaken to Annul False Enrolments
Based on the Secretary’s of Educations Guidelines (2008)
Annulment of enrolment at Rotorua Intermediate
Once attendance has commenced at Rotorua Intermediate, (Section 11O; Education Act) provides for the
annulment of enrolment if the board has reasonable grounds for believing that, at the time of application,
the parents provided false information or deliberately used a temporary address in an attempt to
unfairly gain priority in enrolment.
Reasons for annulment by the Rotorua Intermediate Board fall into 2 categories.
Supplying false information at Time of Enrolment
Annulment is via Section 11O. (Education Action) for the following reasons:
although at the time of application the student had an address in the Rotorua Intermediate Enrolment
Area, the student had moved to an address outside the area at some time after attendance commenced;
or
the student had never genuinely lived at the address in the priority area, which was given at the time of
application.
In these situations, if the Rotorua Intermediate Board has reasonable grounds for believing that the
information given at the time of application was deliberately false, and the parents have been unable to
provide a satisfactory explanation, then the Board may annul the enrolment.
Note: If any of the above scenarios come to light before enrolment takes place (i.e. before attendance
commences) the Board would be able to simply withdraw any offer of a place which it had made on the
basis of the information provided at the time of pre-enrolment.
Use of a temporary residence
Annulment is via Section 11O(1A; Education Act) if the Board has received no satisfactory explanation
following its decision to review an enrolment.
An enrolment may be reviewed if the Board has reasonable grounds to believe that a temporary address
was used to unfairly gain priority in enrolment. This matter is covered in an earlier section, headed
"Temporary residence".
Annulment procedures
The annulment will take effect one month from the date on which the Board decided to annul the
enrolment.
Immediately after taking the decision to annul an enrolment, the Board will advise the student's parents, in
writing, of the date of the annulment and the date on which it takes effect; and advise the Secretary (by
contacting the relevant Ministry office) of the name of the student and the date of the annulment.
If parents continue to dispute the board's ruling, they should be advised that they can apply to the
Secretary for directed enrolment under Section 11 P1( Education Act).

Garry de Thierry
Principal
Parent/ Caregivers Name:…………………………...
Signature……................................ Date:…………
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Bring Your Own Chromebook 2022
Our students, your child, is growing up in a world that is significantly influenced by the rapid advancement
of technology. This requires students having the ability to think, learn, communicate and collaborate
within a digital world thereby experiencing increased possibilities for their learning.
Student having their own device is an enabling factor which enhances their instinct curiosity to inquire, to
communicate and collaborate without disruption be it at school or at home. Learning become personalised
while allowing parents to monitor progress and achievement.
Therefore for the purpose of supporting your child’s preparedness for their future, we are encouraging a
BYOC approach to education.

What does this look like?
Many schools refer to a BYOC approach for learning however at Rotorua Intermediate, our
approach is BYOC: meaning students can only bring their own CHROME BOOK
We prescribe chrome books as our learning device because of
1 Their functionality with Google Apps
2. Their affordability.
3. Their ease of use for students engaging in learning
3. Their robustness
 shop around locally and online for competitive prices and deals, Noel Leeming,
Harvey Norman, Warehouse are all local suppliers who offer package deals for students
 any model can be purchased so long as it is a chrome book, eg, Acer, Toshiba, HP
 the education team in the stores will be able to give you sound advice when
considering the model of chrome book to purchase.
 NB: It is important to ensure you are purchasing the latest model. Ask when the
newest models will be in stock. You may choose to wait for new stock to arrive (but
you will need to have the device on the first day of school).
Please fill in the form below if you agree to purchase your child a Chrome Book before the
start of the 2022 year.
Further information will be available at our open evening on Thurday 2 September 2021.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ——-BYOC COMMITMENT TO PURCHASE FORM

Student’s Name: _________________________________(Please Print) I Agree to purchase a Chrome
Book before the start of the new school year in 2022. I agree the chrome book will totally be our
responsibility and not the schools.

Parent’s Name: _________________________________(Please Print) Signature: ____________________
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BILINGUAL LEARNING 2022
A student’s perspective
“I have improved in my Maori language and my understanding of things about being Maori. I have carried
on learning to read and write in English. I think our class is the best class in the school because we have
small numbers”.

Bilingual Learning for 2022 will be directed by the following Kaupapa
This class will target all levels of Te Reo Maori, allowing for beginners and developing to an intermediate
level. A Kaiawhina will be employed to assist the more fluent speakers.
Taonga Tuku Iho (Cultural Aspirations)
Maori knowledge and values will guide classroom learning engagements.
Nga Tauira (Examples)
Marae visits and connecting with Maoritanga in particular Te Arawatanga.
Waka activities led by local iwi.
Representing Maori in Powhiri and Kapa-Haka.

Expression of Interest Document
If your child has an interest in learning through this medium, please complete this form.

Student’s Name:

Gender:

Age:

Previous School:

Level of Te Reo:

Previous Bilingual or Total Immersion education:
We the undersigned understand my child if accepted will be involved in an alternative programme that is
designed to enhance his/her learning through a bilingual and Maori Tikanga approach.

Parents Name:

Signature:

Contact Number:
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Civil Defence Emergency
In the event of an emergency, it is the schools responsibility to care for the child until such
time as the child can be collected by their parent/caregiver or another person authorized to
do so. We cannot allow children to be collected by anyone else. Records will be kept of the
students allowed home and person escorting them home. It is your responsibility to update
this information if circumstances change.
Option for caregivers to give permission for their child to decide suitability:

I give permission for my child to identify a trusted friend or relative and the school to release
my child to that person. I understand that signing this waiver means I absolve the school of
any responsibility for any actions that may result from my child exercising this judgement.

Name: _________________________________

Phone: Home ________________

Address: _______________________________

Phone: Work ________________

_______________________________________

Cell Phone: __________________

Relationship to child:___________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________

Phone: Home ________________

Address: _______________________________

Phone: Work ________________

_______________________________________

Cell Phone: __________________

Relationship to child:____________________________________________________

The above information is correct:

Signed __________________________________ Date: ____________________
(Parent / Caregiver)
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Child is living with: Both Parents / Mother / Father / Caregiver(s)
(Please circle one)
If you have circled Caregiver what is your relationship to the child?
_______________________________________
Caregiver’s Name(s)

(Grandparent/Aunt/Uncle etc)

_____________________________________________________________________
Caregiver’s Address:
______________________________________________________________________
Email:
Phone: ______________________________Mobile: _____________________________
Medical Centre
__________________________________________________________________________
(Name)
(Phone)
Health Concerns:
_____________________________________________________________________
I give permission for my child to be given panadol / paracetamol: Please circle one Yes / No
This will only be given out in emergencies, students should have their own.

WHANAU EOTC / SPORT TRIPS
Our Whanau go on several trips throughout your child’s time here at RI; Aquatic Centre,
Museum, Te Puia, Marae visits etc. We also do lots of Bay Elite / Inter School Sports trips.
We are asking for your signed permission for these trips so teachers do not have to do this
each time they go on one of these EOTC / Sports outings. Some of these excursions will
incur a cost which will also need to be paid. Thankyou for your assistance in making it more
streamlined.

Parents Name:
Signature:

Date:

Our core values at Rotorua Intermediate to ensure a safe and supportive learning community are centred on
our 3 R’s:
Respect for Self; Respect for Others and
Taking Responsibility for ALL your actions.
While your child is undertaking their education within our learning community at Rotorua Intermediate there
is an expectation that parents and caregivers will support our emphasis on these core values to ensure all
students develop not only their learning skills but also their personal and social responsibility that will
maximize their future potential as citizens in society. "Upon enrolling my child at Rotorua Intermediate
School, I agree to follow all Policies, Procedures and Expectations".

Please sign to indicate your agreed support for fostering our core values:

__________________________________________
Confidentiality: Student information will not be used for any other purpose than for school
records and may be disclosed to Rotorua Central COL and to other Ministry official related
agencies.
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Rotorua Intermediate School
CYBERSAFETY - AGREEMENT FORM

School Copy

As a signatory of this Agreement we recommend that you carefully read and discuss the stated rules related to
Cybersafety with your child before signing this Agreement. Your discussion should ensure that your child appreciates
what safe computer use is and the consequences if this agreement is disregarded.
As a signatory of this agreement
1. I can only use the Internet at school if I sign and hand in this Cybersafety Use Agreement.
2. I will use my own username and password at all times. I will not allow anyone else to use my username or
password.
3. I can only use the school computers for learning projects approved by my teachers. This applies to copyrighted
materials, burning CD’s, using software from home and printing material.
4. I will not connect any device ( such as a USB drive, camera, iPod, or mobile phone ) to the school ICT network
without the teachers permission. This includes wireless technologies.
5. I must apply these Cybersafety Use rules when using the Internet and e-mail. This includes not using the Internet
to access restricted sites which might contain information which could be dangerous to myself or others.
6. I understand that I must not, at any time use the internet, email, mobile phones or any ICT equipment to be mean,
rude, offensive, or to bully, harass, or in any way harm anyone else, even if it is meant as a ‘joke’.
Safety Procedure: If I discover an inappropriate site or am unsure of a site, I must inform my teachers IMMEDIATELY
WITHOUT SHOWING OTHER STUDENTS.

I agree that I will take care of our computers by:




Using them carefully to avoid any damage including electronic damage such as the introduction of computer
viruses. I know that wilful or accidental damage of any form will require the signatories of this Agreement to pay
for the repair or replacement of the equipment.
Undertaking any action which may deliberately disrupt the computer or the school’s network. I know that wilful
damage of any form which require the signatories of this Agreement to pay for the damage.

I will look after myself sensibly:


I will not give anyone on the Internet information about myself or others—this includes my password, addresses
and phone numbers.

‘If In Doubt Yell Out’
I will tell the teacher if I come across any problem or if I am not feeling safe.

Consequence of breaking this Agreement
I understand that if I break this agreement as stated above that I may lose the right to use the Internet, computers or
devices at school. In any such situation my teacher will inform my parent/caregiver and will result in my actions being
discussed and appropriate consequences resulting.

Consequence of breaking this Agreement
As I am responsible for my actions I know there will be consequences if I break this Agreement for myself and my
Parents / Caregiver being the undersigned.

Images of students’ and students’ work maybe used for promotional purposes. For more information look
under Corporate Imaging in our Educating Your Way on our website.
I

Student Name ………………………………………………………………

Signature ………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………..

Parent Name …………………………………………………………………………………………..
Parent Signature…………………………………………………………………………………….
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"Ka puta nei au ki Taeotu mokai kaka ko au anake"
"I have escaped all dangers and returned to place peace on the land" Tunohopu.
Our whanau is named after one of Ngati Whakaue Koromatua "TAEOTU" who is the grandson of Tunohopu.
Pathways classes provide opportunities for students to experience a range of practical skills in various
subject areas. Students are made aware of any possible career pathways these skills could lead to so they
are then able to make informed choices regarding possible career opportunities and decisions. Subjects
currently being offered are:

Science
Design Engineering
Graphic Design

Hauora
Music Performance
Coding

Culinary Arts
Minecraft Design
We are striving to increase the opportunities to engage in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics) activities as these areas generate a high degree of employment in NZ.
All subjects focus on encouraging students to think creatively and to be actively engaged in the subjects
offered. We wish them to experience success by maximising their full learning potential in subjects not
always taught in the general classroom.
Since there is a ‘take home’ component incorporated in our Career Pathways Programme there will be
a charge of $20 per year.

Coding is computer
programming:
It teaches skills which are
relevant to life in the 21st
Century. It improves the ability of
students to organise information
into logical steps and to solve
problems.
Coding provides opportunities for
students to develop teamwork
potential and to be creative.
Students develop critical thinking
skills and having these skills will
improve their chances of being
employed in the future.
Coding has the potential to take
students from being passive
consumers to active designers
and producers of the technology
they use.
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Design Engineering is based in the Hard Materials / Electronics spaces. Students are initially shown how to
use available tools and equipment safely and confidently. They collaborate within groups to develop a
solution to a "real world problem" . They need to research their ideas and existing solutions and produce
working drawings to support their outcome. Equipment available for their use includes scroll saws, drills,
hand tool and soldering irons, along with a wide range of materials with which to construct their solutions.
Self management, thinking skills and creativity are essential skills in this subject.

At Rotorua Intermediate we embrace the power of Minecraft Design for learning and creativity.
Students work either by themselves or with their peers to design and create a landmark structure
of their choice.
They are encouraged to collaborate, manage their time, problem solve and be independent
learners.
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Graphic design is a creative process that combines art and technology to communicate ideas. Common uses
of graphic design include identity (logos and branding), web sites, publications (magazines, newspapers, and
books), advertisements and product packaging. Graphic design is a part of daily life and is used for
everything from CD covers, to huge billboards, to T-shirts. The students will use Adobe Illustrator which
is the industry standard commercial software used by companies for print, multimedia and online
graphics. Graphic design will open the door to many exciting careers for the
future.
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In Science, students will discover new things
about the world around them through practical,
engaging, interactive learning experiences.
They will be able to generate and test ideas,
gather evidence, carry out investigations and
experiments– all in order to develop scientific
knowledge, understanding and explanations.

Music Performance at R.I.S. allows students the opportunity to demonstrate their musical talents, using
keyboards, guitar (acoustic, electric, bass), drums and various percussion instruments, ukulele, plus singing
with microphones. They learn a range of music genres including, Pop, Rock, Reggae, Classical and Kiwi music.

There is a choir for interested students to join, a recording studio, piano room, drum room, plus the
opportunity to perform on various stages around the school and out in the community. The students are
encouraged to ‘find and develop their creative spark’ by performing regularly, with the opportunity to
audition for “R.I.S. Has Got Talent”, “Festival on the Field”, singing at assemblies and other functions, plus
the school Rock Band. There are after-school guitar lessons available also.
32

In Hauora we use the DBT Steps-A which is a programme for developing emotional development,
interpersonal, and decision making skills in middle school and high school students. The ultimate goals of
the DBT Steps-A are for students to learn the skills (skill acquisition) and to be able to apply them to their
lives outside the classroom. The DBT Steps-A aim is to help adolescents develop their own toolboxes of
tools and strategies for helping them to manage difficult and emotional situations and to make better
decisions.
The vision of the New Zealand Curriculum is for your child to be given the experiences to become a
confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong learner. Our purpose in reporting to you is to share
information about your child’s learning, progress, and achievement during their learning journey at Rotorua
Intermediate.
Written reports will be provided at three points during the year (terms 1 and 4), and there will be formal
opportunities to discuss your child’s progress and achievement with the classroom teacher.

Term One- building a learning partnership
 Festival on the Field- an informal opportunity to interact with your child’s teacher. This is an
opportunity for you to bring your family, bring your dinner, and enjoy some live entertainment
performed by current and past pupils, along with special guest items by well known local entertainers.
Most importantly it is an opportunity to chat to your child’s teacher about how your child has settled
into class.
 Term 1 report- (a brief report) sent home towards the end of term 1.
Term Two/Three- mid year reporting
 Mid year report
 Progress discussions with parents/whanau, teacher and student
Term Four- end of year learning celebration
 End of year report - Along with Educa learning journey with regular posts across the year.
Manaakitanga assemblies are held twice a term to celebrate academic achievement and 3R’s. Pathways
prizegivings are held at the end of term 2 and 4. Also at the end of term 4 sports prize giving, Year 8
prizegiving and Year 7 prizegiving are held.
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2022 SCHOOL YEAR - FOUR TERMS
Term One
Term Two
Term Three
Term Four

Tuesday 1 February Y7’s
Wednesday 2 February Y8’s
Monday 2 May
Monday 25 July
Monday 17 October

-

Thursday 14 April
Thursday 14 April
Friday 8 July
Friday 8 October
Monday 12 December Y8’s Finish
Tuesday 13 December Y7’s Finish

COMMUNICATIONS - ABSENTEES
Telephone: 3489888
School Absentee Line: 349 8041.
email: reception@rotorua-intermediate.org.nz / principal@rotorua-intermediate.org.nz
If your child is sick please phone the school and leave details on the Absentee line, or by
using the School App on your phone. Please notify the school everyday they are away.

If you do not do this you will receive a Text from the school requiring an explanation for
the absence of your child. If you answer, but do not give an explanation your child will be marked ‘E’ for
unjustified absence; if you do not answer this text at all, your child will be marked as ‘T’ for truant.
If your child is away for any reason other than illness, please inform the school by email in advance, where
possible, of the dates they will be away.
High levels of attendance are strongly attributed to student progress and success in learning. We monitor
student’s attendance closely and will be in contact with parents if non-attendance is occurring often.

Staff can be contacted through the office line or by email.
Phone messages to pupils will be received and forwarded on an ‘all
care and no responsibility basis’. Please limit these calls to URGENT
messages only.

SCHOOL HOURS
Students are expected at school by 8.30 am.
School starts
8:40am
Morning break
10:00am - 10:20am
Energy break
11:40am - 12:10pm
Lunch in Class
12:10pm - 12:20pm
Student Engagement
1:20pm - 1:45pm
End of school
2:45pm

Stay Connected at all times..
Notifications to parents and students through their device.
Receive notifications
After downloading this app to your device, you will see all the features that are available.
There are 9 features. To receive notifications that are applicable to your child, you will
need to do the following:
Open Settings on the app,
Open Alert Subscriptions, and under each of the headings, select what is applicable to
you.
Eg Select Academic, and then Taeotu 1 to see notices for just Taeotu 1.
Select what is applicable in Community, Cultural and Sports as well.
Parents and students please select the groups applicable to you. You will then receive
alerts for these groups from R.I.S. staff.
Please update/delete your selection for the 2021 year.
Garry de Thierry
Principal
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LUNCH BREAK
Students are expected to stay at school during lunch. Rotorua Intermediate is part of the healthy lunches in
school programme. We do not shorten the lunch for bad weather.

LAKES DHB HEALTH NURSE
To support your child through adolescence we have an Adolescent Health Nurse who visits our school
weekly. Referrals can be made by parents, teachers and students. Contact: Lakes DHB Health Nurse Becs
07 3497275.

ILLNESS
Should a child become ill at school we shall provide the best attention possible, but in serious cases attempts
will be made to contact you. Students who have serious accidents will be taken to hospital by ambulance if
we are unable to contact the parents. Therefore it is most important that you advise us if there is a change
of telephone number, address etc.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Students are able to bring cellphones to school. However, it is our school policy that all student cellphones
will be locked away between 8.30am and 2:45pm in a classroom safe and will not be able to be used during
this time.
All urgent/ important student to parent communication will be
done through our school office, as will all urgent/important parent
to student communication.
An exception to these procedures may relate to field trips and
sporting engagements taking place away from Rotorua
Intermediate. This will be at the discretion of teachers/coaches.
In matters related to a student’s immediate health and safety
concerns, parents / caregivers can apply at any time to the Principal for a period of exemption. (E.G. Food
allergies, medical condition, protection issues).
Please note that the school takes no responsibility for the safety of devices, including cellphones.

SECURITY OF CYCLES
Cyclist have a protective area with a lockable gate surrounding the cycle stand compound. Cycles are locked
into the compound at 8.40am and released at 2:45pm. Parents are still urged to provide a lock and chain for
the cycle as an added security. The Board will take all care but no responsibility for cycles while at school.

SAFETY COMES FIRST ALWAYS
Covered shoes must be worn when attending Design Engineering and Culinary Arts.
Drug and alcohol use is a fact of life in contemporary society. Some people consume drugs not only for
medicinal, but also for recreational purposes. Abuse of drugs and alcohol may result in anti social behaviour,
lack of motivation, irritability and a range of health-related problems including mental health as well as
affecting a student’s academic performance. Rotorua Intermediate School is committed to provide a healthy
and safe environment for staff and students that is drug and alcohol free.
“Students may not be in possession of, using, or dealing in any illegal drugs or alcohol at school, on the
way to and from school, or on any school activity. Infringements of our expectations are regarded as a
major breach of our school rules and values. Failure to meet our expectations will carry very serious
consequences and possible suspension from school”.
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CORPORATE IMAGING - Promotion of student achievements - Not Just Core Curriculum
At times our students photos and names may be published in local newspapers, facebook or on our school
intranet. If you do not wish to have your child’s photo or name used whilst enrolled at our school, please
contact the school office to make note of your request.

FOTS: FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Our parent support and fundraising groups is called FOTS. As a group they plan activities to encourage
student and parent involvement in our school along with fundraising functions that raise funds for additional
learning resources. They support class resources as well as student activities and events. All parents,
guardians are encouraged to join a group of active and supportive parents.

GROWTH & DIVERSITY
We endeavour to equip your child with learning and work habits that will enhance their choices in life.
Through home study activities students are supported to develop their independence and sense of
responsibility as a learner. Home study activities maybe set by the class teachers, who will notify the parents
of their expectations at the beginning of the year. Your support would be much appreciated in ensuring that
these activities are completed. If at any time you are concerned about the home study activities, you are
encouraged to contact your child’s teacher. Note: Encouraging students to read at home is a consistent way
of ensuring their ongoing academic development.

EDUCATION OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM - Please note all:
(Pathways, P/Copy, & Sport Fees will need to be paid before participating in ExtraCurricular Activities).
School Camps are held in Term 4. The class teacher will have information for
students regarding location and cost, which they will distribute well in advance of
camp taking place. Average cost is approximately $200.00. Camps are designed to
support the social development of our students along with the learning of a variety
of skills and parents are encouraged to do their utmost to ensure their child attends.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - Please note all:
(Pathways, P/Copy, & Sport Fees will need to be paid before
participating in Extra-Curricular Activities).
We offer a wide variety of summer and winter sports codes. Soccer Netball - Hockey - Basketball - Badminton - Rugby- Golf-Tennis Softball - Athletics - Cricket - Swimming - Touch, Volleyball ,
Waterpolo, Equestrian, Ultimate Frisbee, Mountain Biking and BMX.
Our school participates at BOP/PB Elite, RISSA and NZAIMS

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT— THE BIGGER PICTURE
We encourage students to participate in schoolwide organised lunchtime
activity 3 days per week. These activities encourage teamwork and
collaboration, PE gear is required to participate in student engagement.
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MORE THAN JUST A SINGLE OPTION
All students have access to extension and enrichment
programmes. We
offer music, drama and academic
challenges for all students over the 2 years. Opportunities are
made available to all students to participate in the ICAS or
Kiwi Competion. We always have a strong representation at
Roto Maths, Otago
Problem
Solving
Maths, and Kapa
Haka competitions.
Students are also encouraged to participate in special events such as
the Wearable Arts Competition and Talent Quest, all designed to
foster the potential of our students.

EXTENSION (ACCELERATE) LEARNING
Year 7 placement is determined by the RIS entrance test results, year 6 teacher nominations and through
our interview process. Extension placement is by selection after information gathering and testing is
completed. Letter of notification for placement into the extension programme will be sent in mid term 4.

BRING YOUR OWN CHROME BOOK
Our students, your child is growing up in a world that is significantly influenced by the rapid advancement of
technology. This requires students having the ability to think, learn, communicate and collaborate within a
digital world thereby experiencing increased possibilities for their learning.
Student having their own device is an enabling factor which enhances their instinct curiosity to inquire, to
communicate and collaborate without disruption be it at school or at home. Learning become personalised
while allowing parents to monitor progress and achievement.
Therefore for the purpose of supporting your child’s preparedness for their future, we are encouraging a
BYOC approach to education.

LEARNING SUPPORT
A range of learning assistance programmes in reading and mathematics are offered on a one to one or small
group basis to students with identified learning needs. These may be provided in the classroom or in a
withdrawal space.

LANGUAGES
Languages link people locally and globally. They are spoken in the community, used internationally and play
a role in shaping the world.
Languages we offer include: Maori & Mandarin (Chinese Language).
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Making Learning Irresistible: Thursday 2 September 2021 5:30pm - 6:30pm at
Rotorua Intermediate
Student orientation visits (Schools to be advised) 9.15am and 12.15pm 31st
August, 1 September & 2 September 2021
An opportunity to have a go - Hands on programme (2 Hours)
Year 6 students from non-contributing primary schools are welcome to visit
(Meet in our school gymnasium off Pretoria Street)
Y7 Entrance Testing (Schools to be advised)
In School Will be happening
over Term 3, Weeks 8,9 and possibly into Week 10.
Outside schools and catch ups at Rotorua Intermediate: Thursday 30 September
2021

Enrolment Process
Out of zone enrolments
Don’t leave it too late

Closing date Friday 1st October 2021

Extension Class placement is based on Y7 Entrance testing, nominations from Y6
Class Teachers and information provided at Individual enrolment interview in
October. Students placed into these classes will require their own Chromebook.
Enrolment Interviews 3.30pm onwards Thursday 19 October & Wednesday 20
October 2021
Getting to know your child
(Times to be posted to enrolled students)

Class placements
Advised by mail during November 2021
Supporting your child’s transition
Meet your new class & teacher Making connections Monday 6 December 2021
3.30pm
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Enrolment Scheme
Out of Zone Enrolments:
Important: Out of Zone enrolments are open until Friday 1st October 2021 with a ballot to take place if
required, on Monday 4th October 2021. Falsification of information regarding location of residence or
priority will result in exclusion.

The zone includes all residential addresses within the boundaries set:
The Utuhina Stream from Lake Rotorua to Old Taupo Road along until Sunset Road (including all streets up
to Sunset Road off Old Taupo Road), the even side of Sunset Road all the way up to Pukehangi Road - this
marks the Northern Boundary.
All streets south and east of this boundary (including upwards of 262 Pukehangi Road, south of Sunset
Road), to State Highways 5 and 30 and five kilometres past the Waipa junction on each respective highway
(5 and 30) are included in the school zone.
The eastern boundary is the Puarenga Stream.

Ballot procedure when required
Applications for out of zone enrolments will be received and processed in the following
order of priority. Positions will be allocated to applications using the following categories:

Category 1 Out of Zone

Those applicants who are siblings of current students

Category 2 Out of Zone

Those applicants who are siblings of former RIS students

Category 3 Out of Zone

Those applicants who are children of former RIS students

Category 4 Out of Zone

Those applicants who are children of Board employees and
Staff Members

Category 5 Out of Zone

All other applicants

Enrolment forms can be obtained by calling into our school office, or by phoning to have one mailed out to
you.

Our phone number is 348 9888, fax number 349 8049
Email: reception@rotorua-intermediate.org.nz
For any enquiries regarding enrolments and the enrolment scheme, please contact Julie or
Paula.
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School Zoning Map
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In an effort to ease the financial pressure on families at the beginning of the year, our Board of Trustees has
voted to accept the Governments $150 grant per student to cover curriculum based expenses. Though the
intention is worthy, unfortunately as the details related to this scheme have developed, the stipulations
around the $150 sum have grown significantly, so now the $150 not only covers what was the donation, but
also a raft of other school elements, meaning significant constraints will impact on our ability to provide the
previous, wide variety of engaging learning experiences, which at times meant an extra cost.
Unique to Rotorua Intermediate is the fact that the annual funding for operational/curriculum
expenses provided to RIS by the Ministry is stretched with supplying day to day health and wellbeing support
for our students by funding our School Counsellors, as this support isn’t specifically funded by the MOE as
therefore is covered by our Board.
Prior to 2020, requests included a $40 school donation to help pay for additional resources. Even
though this donation was voluntary most parents helped us out by contributing all or some of the
$40. Parents were also asked for a support payment to help cover materials for our ‘Careers Pathways
Programme’ ($100), online services ($30), Classroom photocopying ($20), along with incidental charges for
shows, trips and similar experiences for our students, through the year ($50). This was a total of $240.
In 2022 we are still able to charge parents/caregivers for photocopying costs ($10), which are for
personal communication, non-curricular use e.g. sporting arrangements, team trips, AIMS
information, optional activities and extracurricular activities, as per the Ministry policy. There will also be a
camp charge, as school camps are overnight and incur considerable costs to allow students a valuable and
memorable experience.
Since there is a ‘take home’ component incorporated in our Career Pathways Programme there will be
a charge of $20 per year. There will also be charges for visiting entertainment groups as these will be
arranged to coincide with school breaks and therefore attendance will be optional for students, as per
Ministry guidelines.
There will also be charges for visiting entertainment groups as these will be arranged to coincide with school
breaks and therefore attendance will be optional for students, as per Ministry guidelines.
Providing high quality learning experiences for our students has always been our intention, and this
still remains, but we will struggle within the Government’s funding scheme. To support us in our efforts
parents can make a voluntary support contribution to their child’s school at any time. If you choose to make
a voluntary contribution, GST is not payable and you are able to claim a tax credit. All funds received, be
they $5 or $10 per term, or a one off ‘voluntary support contribution’, will only be used to enhance
curriculum, learning opportunities and will be accounted for through auditing processes.
2022 Rotorua Intermediate School 3 Day Camp - Adair in Auckland
In 2022 every Whanau Team will have the exciting opportunity to travel to Adair Camp in Auckland, and
attend a 3 day, stayover camp. For students, camps become a memorable experience as they engage with
their friends in a new and challenging learning environment.
It is because of the character building value of camps, we encourage parents/caregivers to ensure they
budget throughout the year to ensure their child is able to meet the camp cost of $200, by Term 4. We
suggest putting aside $5.50 per week from the start of our school year (Feb. 1) and this saving will see the
costs covered. Whanau who find they are having difficulty meeting the $200 camp charge are encouraged to
discuss possible support by contacting Garry de Thierry, Principal.

Payment options – cash, cheque, eftpos, credit card, automatic payment or by internet
banking (our account number is 031552-0107855-01). If paying through internet banking
please ensure your details include your child’s full name. Automatic payments must be a
minimum of $10.00 per transfer
Photos
Class $15.00
Individual $20-$39.00
These are not compulsory to buy, but they are done in the first term so please keep this in
mind.
We understand that this can be a very expensive time and if it is helpful to you; automatic
payments can be started as soon as your child is enrolled.
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Christine Browne
Executive Officer
Julie Cartwright
Admin Manager
Paula Clayton
Administration
Susan Gera
Lead Counsellor
Amanda Kelly Student Mentor Support

Erin Freeman
Buffy Anaru
Shelley Eagle
Alasdair Hay
Rachel Hitchens
Dave Parry
Rob Powley
Helene Walsh

Coding
Culinary Arts
Graphic Design
Science
Haoura
Design Engineering
Music Performance
Mine Craft Design

Jodi Le Comte-Hepburn
AP Y8
Jo Mitchell
Tunohopu
Merekara Gardiner Te Roro O Te Rangi
Adrian Firmin
Te Rangiiwaho
Rebecca Steers
Hurungaterangi
Kathy Todd
Pukaki

Stephanie Chand
Natascha Williams
Raewyn Campbell
Dean Henderson
Pomane Karauna

AP Y7
Teacher
Teacher
LSC
Teacher

Rachel Rowe
Teacher
Trish Kershaw
Teacher
Kelsi Woods
Teacher
Ritchell Galantao
Teacher
Nora Allerby
Teacher
Tamihana Gardiner
Teacher
Wiremu Stevenson
Teacher
Julie Andersen
Teacher
Susan Bentley
Teacher
Ryan Porteous
Teacher
Courtney Harper
Teacher
Jared Grace
Teacher
Jayne Hendriske
Teacher
Kirsten Richards
Teacher
Charyl McNicholas
Teacher
Nathalie MacFarlane
Teacher
Evan Harrison
Teacher
Helen Kang
Teacher
Chloe Gallagher
Teacher
Wendy Staunton
Maths
Erika Locke
Reading Teacher
Bruce Berry
Reading Support
Raewyn Taylor
Reading Support
Blake Nahu
Sports
Tania Leef
Teacher Aide
Angela Lee
Teacher Aide
Dennis Iraia
Teacher Aide
Toni Hobbs
Teacher Aide
Sharon Alabaster Environmental Care
Laytee George
Chinese Language
Di Palfrey
RTLB
Jenny Chapman
ORS
This is our 2021 Staff - changes may be
made.
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