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CATHOLIC SPECIAL CHARACTER NEWSLETTER
PRAYER
In the Midst of Winter
Lord:
In the midst of Winter, when the days are
cold and wind can pierce
remind us of the warmth of your love.
In the midst of Winter, when days are short,
dawn comes late, and dusk arrives early
remind us that in the darkness your light still shines.
In the midst of Winter, when the flowers of spring still lie hidden in
the earth, when leaves are off the trees, and the world can seem bleak
remind us that Spring is but a short time away.
And when in our lives we feel as if we are experiencing a season of
winter,
reach out to us with the power of your resurrection
so that we may feel the warmth of your love
and see your light that alone can take away the darkness of our soul.
-Cal Wick

CLASS PROGRAMMES
Room

Liturgical
Year

Prayer
Module

1

Strand

Sacrament
Church
Sacrament
Church
Sacrament
Church
Sacrament
Church
Sacrament

Belonging
Holiness
Belonging
Holiness
Gathering, Celebrating, Living God’s
Presence
Welcome
Called to be like Jesus
Forgiveness
Called to Service
Food for Life
The Church Celebrates
Healing
The Church as a Pilgrim People
Confirmed in the Spirit

8

Church
Sacrament

The Teaching Church
Called for Others

9

Church
Sacrament

The Living Church
Commitment

2
3

The
Transfiguration
6 August

4
5
6

Imaginative
Prayer Karakia and
Meditation

The
Assumption
15 August

7

Church
Sacrament
Church
Sacrament
Church

Title

Please use the links below to familiarise yourself with your child’s/children’s Religious
Education learning this term.

Sacrament Year Level Summary
Church Year Level Summary

CLASS MASSES IN THE SCHOOL HALL
TUESDAYS Term Three, 2022
WEEK

DATE

CLASSES

1

26 July

2

2 August

3

9 August

4

16 August

Rooms 8 and 9

5

23 August

Whole School Singing Practices for
Parish/School Mass

6

30 August

Rooms 1, 2 and 3

7

6 September

Rooms 6 and 7

8

13 September

Rooms 4 and 5

9

20 September

10

27 September

Our class masses are celebrated at 9am in the school hall.
Parents/grandparents are welcome and encouraged to join us.
Please wear a mask.
Please note masses, as indicated on the above roster, will not be celebrated if a Requiem
Mass is scheduled for that day, or if there is no priest available.

HAPPENINGS
28 July/4 August
1 August
15 August
28 August
29 August 2 September
4-10 September
21/22 September

Church cleaning - Year 8s
Visit from Bishop Michael Gielen
The Feast of the Assumption
Parish/School Mass
Religious Education Home Sharing
Social Justice Week
NCRS (National Centre for Religious Studies) Roadshow New RE Curriculum: To Tātou Whakapono Our Faith

29 September
Term 4
19 November

Kei a koe te ra (Wear What You Want Day)
Sacrament of Confirmation

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Congratulations to the students who made their First Holy Communion last term.
We pray that God will continue to bless them and draw them nearer to Him always.

ALTAR SERVICE
Students who have made their First Communion are invited to become altar servers. This is
a very special way young people can witness and contribute within our parish. Mrs Pauline
Berry (Pastoral Assistant) provides training for this role each year.
Please discuss the possibility of altar serving with your son or daughter.
This invitation is open to all students who have made their First Communion.
Please contact Pauline Berry on 684-4263 or email
pastoralassistant@holyfamilytimaru.org.nz to register interest or intent.

BISHOP MICHAEL GIELEN
In May Pope Francis appointed Bishop Michael Gielen as
the new Bishop of Christchurch.
Bishop Gielen has been the Auxiliary Bishop of Auckland
since March 2020.
On 9 July he was installed in his new Christchurch role
replacing the former Bishop of Christchurch, Paul Martin
SM, who was appointed Coadjutor Archbishop of
Wellington in January 2021.
Bishop Michael is making informal visits to Parishes and
schools in the Christchurch Diocese. He celebrated masses
in Waimate and Timaru on the 30th and 31st of July and
visited St Joseph’s School on Monday 1 August.
A Letter from Bishop Michael (Catholic Diocese of Christchurch)

THE TRANSFIGURATION
The Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord is on Saturday 6 August.
What was Jesus' Transfiguration and what can we learn from this important event in
the New Testament today?
In all three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) we read about the event known as
the Transfiguration. Jesus leads his three closest disciples (Peter, James, and John) up a
mountain. At the top of the mountain, Jesus is transfigured. His face shined bright and his
clothes became dazzling white.
Then two miraculous events occurred. First, the prophets Moses and Elijah appeared with
Jesus and spoke with him. Then a voice came down from the clouds of heaven saying, "This
is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him."
Why do Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus on a mountain?
In the Old Testament Moses and Elijah both met God directly on Mount Sinai (also called
Mount Horeb). Moses encountered God in the burning bush. Elijah experienced God's
presence in the still small voice. In the Transfiguration, the disciples experience God's
presence in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. They see Jesus' body burning brightly. They hear
God's voice.
Another way to interpret their presence is to see Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law (Moses)
and the Prophets (Elijah). Jesus is more than a prophet. Jesus is the Son of God.
Why does Peter want to raise tents for them?
In the Old Testament, the Israelites lived in tents as they wandered the desert and God was
present in the cloud over a specific meeting tent for the Lord.

What does the Transfiguration mean for us today?
Jesus is the Son of God. We may take that idea for granted today, but this was profound in
the early Church. Jesus Christ walked this earth just as we walk the earth. God became
man. The transfiguration revealed who Jesus really was and is for us today. He is the
beloved Son of God.
The question for us is this:
Will we listen to him?
The Transfiguration of Jesus: Summary and Meaning

THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
The Feast of the Assumption is celebrated on Monday 15 August.
Mary of the Assumption is the Patronal Feast of the Church in New
Zealand. We recall the origins of the Catholic Church in our country,
when Bishop Pompallier, as he celebrated the first Mass on New
Zealand soil, dedicated this mission to the Assumption of Mary.
This Feast Day is a time to pray for our country - that the mother of
the one who embraces all people without distinction, might help us.
This VIDEO provides a helpful summary of Mary’s part in God’s plan
and explains why The Assumption and why Catholics have a special
devotion to Mary.
The assembly prayers on Friday 12 August (at 10am) will focus on
the Assumption of Mary.

PARISH/SCHOOL MASS
The Parish/School Mass this term is to be celebrated on Sunday 28 August at 10:30am at
St Thomas’ Church. We encourage all students and families to attend this celebration. Many
students will have roles in the liturgy. All students are to wear the school uniform and sit in
class groups please. We look forward to joining our parish community, as the people of God,
to participate in this Eucharist.
The following Room 1 and 2 students will be presented with a Starting School Booklet at this
Mass - Charlie Walden, Hyrum Batchelor, Arthur Diamond, Rhys Hinton, Pippa Anderson.

CATHOLIC SPECIAL CHARACTER INTERNAL REVIEW
The focus for our Catholic Special Character Internal Review are Partnership and
Collaboration, Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Pastoral Care.
During the process we will ask the following questions:
-how do akonga (learners) develop an understanding of, and respect for, the cultural
diversity of Aotearoa, New Zealand?
-how effectively does St Joseph's, as an authentic Catholic community, demonstrate a strong
commitment to the principles of Te Tiriti, reflecting the commitment of the Catholic church in
Aotearoa New Zealand to bicultural partnership?
- how effectively does St Joseph’s ensure that education occurs in a safe, nurturing
environment supported by a strong pastoral care network in which each member of the
community is known, respected, cared for and aware that they are loved unconditionally by
God?
As part of this review our staff, students and parents will be invited to share their
experiences and ideas via a survey. We are also in the process of planning whanau huis to
engage our Māori and migrant families in this process.

SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK
Each year the Catholic Bishops of New Zealand set aside a week in September for Social
Justice Week, inviting us to reflect and take action on a current social justice issue.
Social Justice Week 2022 runs from September 4-10,
and focuses on racism and how we can work together to
SAY NO TO RACISM and remember that .
WE ARE ONE IN CHRIST.
Caritas has provided schools with resources to learn about this
challenging and but vitally important issue. As classes journey through
Social Justice Week, the key question we will reflect on is how are we
becoming one in Christ? We will focus on human dignity and solidarity
and how we are called to respond with love and acceptance, following
Catholic social teaching (CST) principles, as Jesus modelled.
The poster for Social Justice Week conveys a strong message using
thousands of faces to remind us that we are all part of one human
family. We may be different in so many ways, but we can come
together and work for justice, peace and love. The mosaic that is
formed in the poster is the kowhaiwhai pattern that symbolises
movement and change. Found also in the Caritas Aotearoa New
Zealand logo, it continually points us in new directions as we face
the challenges of our complex, globalised world, grappling with
issues such as racism.

HOME SHARING OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
LEARNING
Students' Religious Education learning goals are updated as they achieve them.
You can access your child’s learning goals via Hero at any time.
During the week of 8-12 September, students will share their current Religious
Education learning with families via the Hero app.The purpose of this sharing is
to inform parents and prompt students to talk about, or demonstrate, their
learning. Thank you for your encouragement and support in this.

KEI A KOE TE RA (WEAR WHAT YOU WANT DAY)
On Thursday 29 September, students will donate a gold coin for the privilege of
wearing what they want to school. This term the monies raised will go to the Caritas
Social Justice Week focus.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Year 8 students will be given the opportunity to prepare for and receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Preparation will begin in September. The
candidates will be confirmed at mass on Saturday 19 November. Further
information will be sent to families closer to the time.

CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty God, E te Atua kaha rawa
grand designer, E kaihoahoa mātāmua,
You created each one of us in your own image.
Yet yours is a world made glorious by its rich diversity.
This we sometimes misunderstand, sometimes fear.
Give us the patience to build on what unites us,
to celebrate our differences and to learn from them.
Grant us the wisdom to recognise your Church,
beyond the walls of a building,
reaching out across all communities, countries, and cultures.
Give us the courage to offer refuge to those in need,
to challenge prejudice and seek justice for all.
Help us see that you created us in your image.
Neighbour or stranger, always our brother or sister.
Āmene.
Ma te Atua koutou e manaaki
Sarah Stuart
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Office:
Parish Phone:
Presbytery Address:
Sacred Heart Presbytery:
Parish emails:

12 Mountainview Road, Timaru
686 2010
(all general enquiries)
7 Craigie Avenue, Timaru
684 4263
parishoffice@holyfamilytimaru.org.nz
accounts@holyfamilytimaru.org.nz

