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TAUPO is a picturesque township situated on State Highway
1 at the northern end of Lake Taupo, in New Zealand’s North Island.
Taupo is a popular tourist destination located a 3.5 hour drive from
Auckland and a 5 hour drive from the capital city of Wellington. Air
New Zealand operates regular flights to Taupo. The flight time from
Auckland International Airport is under 1 hour. Bus services operate
daily to Taupo from North Island cities and towns. Another popular
tourist destination, Rotorua, is near Taupo and the main ski fields of
the North Island are close.
Taupo has a population of 30,000. People are very friendly and it is
safe. It has great facilities for sports, cultural activities and recreation.
The town has attractive shops, restaurants, cafés and activities including bungee jumping and skydiving for tourists. Taupo is also
the venue for many international and domestic events, such as the
International Ironman race.

www.greatlaketaupo.com
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WELCOME FROM
THE PRINCIPAL
Nau Mai, Haere Mai.
- Welcome
E ngā mātāwaka o te motu, tēnā koutou katoa
– to groups throughout the land, greetings!

A very warm welcome to Tauhara College
Just below Mount Tauhara sits Tauhara College, a vibrant,

We also feel very fortunate to include International Students

progressive secondary school in a beautiful location. We are

in our school community. I believe this gives our school a special

extremely fortunate to be able to work and learn in a school

quality and allows our students to experience what it means to

that has been established in one of the most attractive

live in a world where all cultures make valuable and dynamic

locations in New Zealand, if not the world. This is a great school

contributions to their society. Our students are very friendly and

with adventurous staff, fantastic students, vibrant learning

inclusive, and enjoy making friends with students from other

opportunities in a wide range of areas, and a warm heart!

countries. We have a very dedicated and caring team of staff
who look after all aspects of our International Students’ learning

Tauhara College is an exciting, adventurous and positive

and living adventure at Tauhara College. Our curriculum is

place to be and when I walk around I feel very privileged to

focused on providing high quality learning experiences that

be the Principal of this school. I interact daily with students

are centred around English language learning, shared cultural

who have a strong identity as learners, a positive attitude and

experiences, exciting subject choices and enjoying the many

a determination to make the most of the opportunities that our

opportunities that a vibrant place like Taupo offers.

school offers.

Overall, our focus as a school is to ensure that all of our

All students at Tauhara College are enthusiastically supported

students leave Tauhara College with a range of great learning

in their learning by an innovative, proactive and caring team of

moments and good friendships that will last a lifetime, that

staff who are committed to making learning personally relevant

they have memorable experiences in the outdoors, on sporting

for them. They also have access to a fantastic range of music,

fields and cultural exchanges and clear pathways established

artistic, performance, sporting and cultural opportunities. We

for the future.

place a very high emphasis on making sure that all of our
students are well cared for and feel safe and happy at school.

I very much look forward to speaking with you further about

We believe that this supports our focus on high learning

the many opportunities that Tauhara College offers, and I look

success and achievement, and students leave school with good

forward to welcoming you to our great school.

qualifications and skills.

Keith Buntting
PRINCIPAL
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International Dean and Support Services
We offer a welcoming and supportive environment in which students
receive individual care and attention, and are encouraged to reach their full
potential while being immersed in the New Zealand culture.
Our International Dean is available to discuss enrolment and is available
to answer any queries, concerns or problems. International staff can help
with arranging visas, homestay accommodation, class placement and class
support with languages as overseeing academic progress.
Tauhara College prides itself on the pastoral care provided for all international
students. The school has International Student’s Days and holds functions
with host families twice a year.
Our international students have many opportunities to take part in
organised visits to tourist destinations both locally and in different parts

Ms Keiko Ferguson

Mrs Donna Vanner

of New Zealand.

Welcome and Orientation
Arrival in New Zealand

School Uniform

International students will arrive in Auckland International

School uniform is worn at all levels and their host family will take

Airport. Air New Zealand operate three 45 minute flights daily

the student to the school uniform shop.

from Auckland to Taupo. On arrival they will be met by their

They may want to bring from home: black shoes (leather,

host family or the International Dean. They may also choose to

synthetic leather or canvas with shoe lace, completely black),

catch a shuttle bus directly to their host family’s home.

black or navy blue tights for girls, navy blue scarf, thermal

School Orientation

underwear. These can also be purchased in Taupo.

We run an orientation programme on their first day. A support

They may wish to look at our second hand uniform during the

student is assigned to each new international student to help

Orientation Day - sizes are limited.

them settle into school life.

The Orientation Day features:
• Powhiri – Maori Welcome Ceremony (Term 1)
• Information on school routines and rules
• Information on homestay rules
• Information on support system
• English assessment
• Choose your subjects
• Introduction to a support student to walk around the school
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Tauhara College
Tauhara College is a state, co-educational secondary school, in
Taupo, Central North Island, New Zealand. We welcome students
from Years 9 to 13.
It is a high achieving school with high student activity
participation rates. The school offers a very successful English
language, cultural and New Zealand experience programme.
Students participate in a wide range of learning, performance,
cultural, sporting and educational activities. International
students love the exciting city of Taupo, the beautiful landscape
of this lake and mountain district, with its many tourist activities
and the friendly, welcoming nature of Tauhara College and its
community.
Tauhara College has a very good reputation for hosting overseas
students. It provides a high quality education and a range of
enriching activities for all students. The college has a strong
guidance support network, with Deans, a Career Advisor, and a
Guidance Counsellor. There is an International Dean to support
our students. The school is strong in international exchanges,
performing arts, sport, outdoor education and academic
achievement. The school has programmes for all students.

Academic Programmes
International students may attempt NCEA Level 1 in Year 11,
Level 2 in Year 12 and Level 3 in Year 13. University Entrance is
available from Level 3. Many specialist vocational certificates
also exist.
Some international students who study at Tauhara College
for a year or shorter time may choose not to enter for NCEA
qualifications. It depends on the purpose of their visit and the
requirement from their school in their home country or the
tertiary institution they want to proceed to.
Upon leaving Tauhara College, international students receive a
Certificate of Completion and a report if they enter NCEA.

Special Support Programmes For International
Students
• ESOL classes at all levels, taught by qualified and
experienced teachers.
• Foundation English for beginner speakers of English
• A personalised study programme to meet the needs of
individual students
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LEARNING PATHWAYS

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

English

English

English

Science

Science

Science

Land & Environmental

Land & Environmental

Social Studies

Social Studies

Mathematics

Mathematics

Physical Education

Physical Education

Technology & Design Thinking

Food

Social Sciences

Mathematics

Physical Education & Health
Technology

Design & Visual Communication
Metal

Wood
Digital Technologies

Arts

Languages

Gateway / Trades
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Dance

Dance

Music

Music

Art

Art

Drama

Drama

Japanese

Japanese

Spanish

Spanish

Maori - Te Reo

Maori - Te Reo

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 3

English A

English A

English

English B

English B

English Communication

Literacy

English Communication

Science A

Biology

Biology

Chemistry

Chemistry

Physics

Physics

Science B

General Science

Land Based Studies

Land Based Studies

Land Based Studies
Classical Studies

History

History

History

Global Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Media Studies

Media Studies

Media Studies

Tourism

Tourism

Geography

Geography

Geography

Accounting

Accounting

Accounting

Business & Economics

Business & Economics

Business & Economics

Mathematics for Statistic

Mathematics for Statistic

Statistic

Mathematics for Calculus

Mathematics for Calculus

Calculus

Mathematics General

Mathematics General

Physical Education

Outdoor Education

OTED

Sports Science

Sports Science

Sports Science

Home Economics

Hospitality & Catering

Hospitality & Catering

Design & Visual Communication

Design & Visual Communication

Design & Visual Communication

Metal

Automotive Engineering

Automotive/Mechanical Engineering

Mathematics for Numeracy

Mechanical Engineering
Furniture Making

Furniture Making

Furniture Making

Electronics

Electronics

Electronics

Digital Technology

Digital Technology

Digital Technology

Dance

Dance

Dance

Music

Music

Music

Art

Design - Art

Design - Art

Painting

Painting

Photography

Photography

Drama

Drama

Drama

Japanese

Japanese

Japanese

Spanish

Spanish

Spanish

Maori - Te Reo

Maori - Te Reo

Maori - Te Reo

Maori - Performing Arts

Maori - Performing Arts

Maori - Performing Arts

Gateway

Gateway
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Sport and Culture
All international students are encouraged to participate in

In the orientation programme, international students are asked

extra-curricular activities to develop personal and social skills.

what extra-curricular activities they are interested in and they

Tauhara College provides many performance, sporting and

are encouraged to participate in as many as possible.

cultural activities and has an extensive outdoor education

Tauhara College also runs programmes for student groups from

programme.

overseas. A typical programme can last from one week to three

Many sports are run through the school with teams being

weeks and contains both study and activities which promote

coached and managed by staff and parents.

language learning, cultural understanding and local experience.

athletics,

badminton,

basketball,

cricket,

They include

cross

country,

equestrian, golf, hockey, kayaking, rowing, rugby, football,
netball, basketball, volleyball, mountain biking, hiking, rock
climbing, snowboarding/skiing, shooting, sailing, swimming,
touch rugby, tennis, and triathlon/multisport.
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Other Important Information
Code of Practice: Tauhara College is bound by the Code of Practice for the Pastoral
Care of International Students, published by the Ministry of Education. This can be
viewed at: https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/Providers-and-partners/Code-ofPractice/school-guidelines-code-of-practice.pdf
Immigration: Full details of immigration requirements, advice on rights to
employment in New Zealand while studying, and reporting requirements are available
from immigration New Zealand, and can be viewed on their website at: www.
immigration.govt.nz
Accident Insurance: The Accident Compensation Corporation provides accident
insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents and temporary visitors to New Zealand,
but you may still be liable for all other medical and related costs. Further information
can be viewed on the ACC website at: www.acc.co.nz
Medical and Travel Insurance: International Students (including groups of students)
must have appropriate and current medical and travel insurance while in New Zealand.
Tauhara College can organise this.
Eligibility for Health Services: Most International students are not entitled to publicly
funded health services while in New Zealand. If you receive medical treatment
during your visit, you may be liable for the full costs of that treatment. Full details on
entitlements to publicly funded health services are available through the Ministry of
Health, and can be viewed on their website at: www.moh.govt.nz

How to Enrol
Step One

Step Two

If you require further information please contact the International

If your application is accepted you will be sent:

Dean: fk@tauhara.school.nz

• An offer of place

Download the following forms from the school website

• A Tuition Agreement which must be signed and returned

http://www.tauhara.school.nz/WebSpace/89/

to the college
• An invoice for the tuition and accommodation fee

• Application for Tuition for International Student
• Signed Contract from Student and Parent

Step Three

• Most recent school report (original and its English translation)

• Tuition and accommodation fees must be paid before a

• Letter of Recommendation from your last school (please use

visa can be granted. Fees are usually paid directly by bank

our form)

transfer

• A self-introduction in English

• Once payment is received we will issue a receipt

• One recent passport photo

• Take the Offer of Place and your receipt to your nearest

Complete the forms and email to: fk@tauhara.school.nz

New Zealand Embassy to apply for your visa.
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Home Stay Accommodation
We know that it is a big decision for parents to send their
children to another country to live and study. We take special
care to ensure the student is placed with a host family that will
suit the individuals interests and their needs. Tauhara College
wants our International Students to be well looked after, happy
and safe.
We believe that living in a family environment offers a valuable
insight into New Zealand life. Our host families are caring
people who will treat their student as a true member of their
family. They choose to become involved in our international
programme because they have a genuine desire to share their
home and lives with a teenager from another culture. Our host
families are carefully interviewed and checked, our staff regularly
keep in contact with both host families and students to ensure
everything is going well.
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What Our Students Have to Say
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MISSION STATEMENT
The prime objective of Tauhara College is to provide an
education which challenges, encourages and expects
students to reach their full potential, through all aspects
of school life.
This will be achieved in a caring environment where the
worth, rights, responsibilities and dignity of the individual
are fundamental premises.

Tauhara College
Invergarry Road • PO Box 945 • Taupo 3351
info@tauhara.school.nz • ph (07) 378 9304

www.tauhara.school.nz

